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Over the coming few weeks you will be selecting the additional subjects you would like to
study in KS4. These choices, along with the core provision (what everyone will study) will
form your curriculum for the next two years (2022 – 2024).
Any subject that you chose will, of course, have a potential pathway beyond Year 11, so
your choices are important. However, please do not think every choice you make will
have a direct impact on your future. You will not necessarily want to study all GCSE
choices post 16!
We believe all subjects are taught well at Ark Burlington Danes Academy, so you are
indeed spoilt for choice, and we recognise that some of your decisions might be tricky as
you may need to choose between two subjects you like equally well. Therefore, you will
need to make mature decisions.
We are here to help you: your subject teachers will give you specific advice and you will
meet with your Head of Year, or a member of the senior team to talk through your
decision making.
Do take the time to really read this booklet, reflect and think about your options in the
run up to your pathways interview. We expect you to leave Year 11 with the best set of
qualifications you could ever hope for; a set of qualifications that open doors, inviting
you to the next stage in your life.

THE PATHWAYS PROCESS: Key Stage 4 2022 - 2024
Parent Information Evening (March 17th)
•

Options Evening for year 9 students and their parents.

•

Subject Marketplace: Hear from all subject leaders about the courses.

•

Receive your Options Selection Form & Booklet

Pathways Interview (Spring Term: 18th March-21st April)
All students will be invited to attend a one-to-one pathways interview (by appointment)
in school with the Head of Year or a member of the senior team to discuss their pathways
and choices.

Parents' Evening 21st April 2022
All subject choices will be finialised and a last opportunity to discuss and confirm choices.

End of Year Assessments 20th June- 30th June 2022
Student academic progress reports will be sent home detailing attainment in all subjects
during the week of 18th July. Results in all subjects will inform possible option choices in
subjects where specific grades are required.

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum
Subjects at Key Stage 4 are separated into two categories: Core and Optional.
2. Core subjects are compulsory and will be studied by all students.
3. Optional subjects are, as the name suggests, optional. Students can choose up to four,
based on their assessment results, the guidance they receive from their teachers, and
their individual preferences.
Core subjects & number of GCSEs obtained
•
•
•
•
•

English
Maths
Science
RE
PE

2
1
2 or 3, depending on science pathway
1
None – subject is not examined

Options subjects - Students will chose three from this list:
GCSE Qualifications
History*

Geography*

Fine Art

Photography

Sociology

Economics

PE

Computing*

French*

Drama

Business Studies

*part of the Ebacc1 group of subjects
BTEC Qualifications
Sports Science

Music Technology

Media

Home Languages: Students who speak another language at home (e.g. Arabic / Urdu) and
wish to take a GCSE in this language should raise this at their options interview. Any heritage
language will qualify for the Ebacc. If agreed, the exam may be taken at the end of year 10.

1

More info on Ebacc on the following pages

English Baccalaureate Pathway
The Ebacc – or English Baccalaureate – is not actually a qualification in itself. You can’t ‘get an
Ebacc’. Instead it is a collection of core academic subjects - English, mathematics, science,
history or geography, and a language – that is recognised by universities and sixth forms as
providing a solid foundation for future academic study. The government aims for all schools to
enter at least 75% of the year group into these qualifications.
The Ebacc subjects have been chosen because research has shown they have advantages in
terms developing cognitive skills and an understanding of the world around us. For example,
having a practical understanding of French will help you to become a global citizen, and is
something which is valued by employers. History and geography develop important critical
thinking and analytical skills. The Ebacc subjects have been shown to help with entrance into
university.
However, none of this means that Ebacc subjects are ‘better’ or ‘more important’ than other
GCSE subjects. Many would argue that creative arts subjects (music, drama or art) form the
‘sixth pillar’ of a rounded education at Key Stage 4, and have important cultural, social and
academic benefits. Physical Education GCSE helps create elite sports men and women and
prepare students for careers in the sports industry.
We expect every pupil to choose one humanities subject, either history or geography,
Students who follow the Ebacc route and choose a language in addition to their humanities
choice will still be able to choose a practical, creative subject alongside their Ebacc choices.
You can read more about Ebacc here:
•
•

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/qualifications/englishbac/
a0075975/the-english-baccalaureate
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/faqs.aspx

Guidance to help you make the right subject choices
For the next two years you will be studying the courses you select through the Options Process.
It is therefore vital that you follow the advice below.
Don’t forget that we cannot guarantee you a place on all the course you select, however, we can
promise that we will do our very best to enrol you onto the courses you would like to study.
It is also important to note that you will increase the likelihood that you will be given a place on
the desired course by ensuring that:
•

…you and a parent / career attend the Options Evening

•

…you are well prepared for the options interview

•

…you return the options form by the published deadline (22nd
April).

•

DO…

read this booklet carefully.

•

DO…

talk it over at home.

•

DO…

seek advice from the teachers who can help you.

•

DO…

choose a subject which you think will be useful to you later in life - whether for work or
for leisure interests.

•

DO…

choose a subject which you have found out about.

•

DO…

choose a balanced course.

•

DO…

think carefully about the amount of coursework you will have to do for the subjects you
choose.

o DO NOT…

choose a subject simply because you like the teacher. Choose the subject, not the
teacher.

o DO NOT…

choose a subject because other people tell you it's only for boys or only for girls.

o DO NOT…

choose a subject just because a friend is choosing it.

ARK BURLINGTON DANES ACADEMY OPTION
CHOICES FORM
Student:

Tutor Group:

Core Subjects: You will study ALL of these subjects:
Mathematics

English Language

English Literature

Religious Education

Physical Education (Core)

Science (X2 GCSE)

PLUS
Option A:
Humanities:

History

Geography

PLUS
Option B:
French or
BTEC (1st/2nd
choice for
BTEC):

French GCSE

*Sports Science
BTEC

*Music Technology
BTEC

*Media BTEC

PLUS
Select two options from the lists below AND two reserves. You must choose:
•

a First Choice and a Reserve Choice from the Option C List

•

a First Choice and a Reserve Choice from the Option D List
Option C List

Option D List

Triple (Separate) Science GCSE

Art and Design GCSE

*Business Studies GCSE

*Business Studies GCSE

*Computing GCSE

*Computing GCSE

Media Studies BTEC

Drama GCSE

Music BTEC

Economics GCSE

Photography GCSE

History GCSE (If Geography picked in option A)

*PE GCSE

*PE GCSE

*Sociology GCSE

*Sociology GCSE

*Subjects running in these blocks will be based on class sizes and uptake.
Write your Option C and Option D Choices in the table below:
Option C

Option D

First Choice
Option C:

First Choice
Option D:

Reserve Choice
Option C:

Reserve Choice
Option D:

Section B: Core Subject Offer
The Core Subjects all students will study are:
ENGLISH & ENGLISH LITERATURE (2 GCSEs)
MATHEMATICS (1 GCSE)
COMBINED SCIENCE (x 2 GCSEs)
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (1 GCSE)
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Non-assessed)
These collectively make up 6 GCSEs
The core GCSE courses are designed to be challenging for the students to ensure they
have the foundations to move on to more specialist subjects at A level, vocational and
degree level.
The English Language GCSE requires analytical reading skills and fluent written English
with no coursework it is 100% final exam.
o

The English Literature GCSE encourages students to read, write and think critically.
It assesses students on challenging and substantial whole texts and on shorter
unseen texts with closed text examinations. Students need to learn quotations by
heart.

o

The Mathematics GCSE provides greater coverage of areas such as ratio,
proportion and rates of change. It requires all students to master the basics and
provides challenge for those aiming to achieve top grades.

o

The Science GCSE covers interesting content, including the human genome, life
cycle analysis and space physics, and is equally mathematically challenging.

English Language and Literature GCSE
Please consult: Ms Yates:
Examination Board:
Director of English
AQA
Tiffany.yates@burlingtondanes
What we aim to do:
This course will encourage students to develop both an
interest in and enjoyment of literature, through reading
widely, critically and independently, across centuries, genre
and gender.
Students will explore how language and structure convey
meaning and become sensitive to the variety of textual
interpretations. They will consider the impact of the social
and historical context of texts as well as their contemporary relevance.
What we study:
At Burlington Danes Academy, we all study AQA GCSE English Language and English
Literature. You will be assessed through 100% examination. The course is split into two
awards:

How you will be assessed:
1. English Language (all students are entered): two exams at the end of Y11
Language Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing
1. Section A: Reading skills (some shorter qs, some extended qs) AO1,2,&4 for reading
• Section B: Descriptive/narrative writing (extended) AO5&6 for writing
• Reading and writing equally weighted (40 marks each)
Language Paper 2: Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives
• Reading skills (some shorter qs, some extended qs) AO1,2&3 for reading
• Writing to present a viewpoint (extended) AO5&6 for writing
• Reading and writing equally weighted (40 marks each)
Spoken Language Endorsement (pass, merit or distinction)
• Students complete a presentation to their peers about a topic of their choice.
2. English Literature (all students are entered): two exams at the end of Y11
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
• 64 marks for this paper (40% of Lit grade)
• Two sections, one for each text
• AO1,2,3&4
• Macbeth
• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry
• 96 marks for this paper (60% of Lit grade)
• Three sections: modern novel, anthology and unseen poetry
• An Inspector Calls
• Poetry cluster: Love and Relationships
What this could lead to in the future:
It goes without saying that having a secure standard of literacy is absolutely fundamental to your
career prospects but English and English Literature are not just about being able to read and
write, but also to develop your interpersonal skills and the ways in which you express yourself.
Many people go on to study English Literature at university and, with a 'gold standard' degree

such as that under your belt, the career options are endless: law, finance, teaching, academia,
management consultancy and the list goes on!

Mathematics GCSE (1-9)
Please consult: Ms T Roach: Head of Faculty

Examination Board: Edexcel

terri.roach@burlingtondanes.org
What We Aim to Do
The new GCSE has been designed to develop students deeper understanding of
mathematics and problem solving skills. The new-style of assessment questions are
intended to stretch the students and teachers are able to suit students’ needs by
delivering a flexible and adaptable course.Through regular classroom assessments,
teachers will identify any weaknesses and remedy them in order to develop a student's
body of knowledge and confidence across three years (they have already started the
course at the beginning of year 9). Students are externally assessed with three
terminal examinations which will take place in June of year 11.

What we Study
We will study topics from each of following areas of Mathematics:
•

Number

•

Algebra

•

Ratio, proportion and rates of change

•

Geometry and measures

•

Probability

•

Statistics

The specification and assessment at a glance:
•
•
•
•
•

Each examination is offered at both Foundation and Higher level
Grades 4 to 9 are available at Higher Tier (grade 3 allowed).
Grades 1 to 5 are available at Foundation Tier.
Written examination papers with a range of question types.
Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes (both Foundation and Higher tier papers).

How Your Work will be Assessed
Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Non-Calculator

Calculator

Calculator

All areas of study

All areas of study

All areas of study

33.33%

33.33%

33.33%

What This Subject Can Lead To
A solid grasp of the principles of Mathematics and a practical ability are vital to all pupils whether they
leave school seeking to go onto further education or employment. Many employers will require a minimum
qualification in Mathematics of a grade 5 and this level is also required for entry into further education. For
those with a love of Mathematics there are many fascinating career paths to consider including: teaching,
engineering, science, statistical analysis, accountancy, banking, insurance and computing. Students who
wish to study Mathematics at A-level here at BDA need to achieve a level 7, 8 or 9 and students wishing
to study Further Mathematics at A-level need to achieve either a level 8 or 9.
Support for students
Students will be supported with regular revision packs, but must also be working independently on tasks
on Hegarty maths. Last year all students who got 100% on all 651 quizzes achieved a grade 9 in their
GCSE.

Separate Sciences GCSE (Triple)
Please consult: Ms Achampong, Head of Science Faculty

Examination Board: AQA

Course Titles: Biology GCSE, Chemistry GCSE, Physics GCSE (three separate GCSEs).
Key foundational content for each of these courses will already have been covered in Year 9
GCSE Science lessons.
How Will I Be Assessed?
External assessment (100%):
Biology: Two written papers each worth 50% of the total for the Biology GCSE grade, taken in
June 2021. Each exam paper will be 100 marks and last 1 hour 45 minutes.
Chemistry: Two written papers each worth 50% of the total for the Chemistry GCSE grade,
taken in June 2021. Each exam paper will be 100 marks and last 1 hour 45 minutes.
Physics: Two written papers each worth 50% of the total for the Physics GCSE grade, taken in
June 2021. Each exam paper will be 100 marks and last 1 hour 45 minutes.
Required practical experiments
Students will be expected to complete 28 compulsory practical experiments across the three
science subjects. Knowledge and understanding of these practical experiments will be
assessed in the written exams (above) and will count for at least 15% of the overall marks.
Mathematical skills
Students will use a range of mathematical skills which they will be expected to demonstrate in
their written exams. These will include using algebraic equations, interpreting and analysing
data and graphs. 20% of the overall examination marks in Biology, 30% of the marks in
Chemistry, and 40% of the marks in Physics will assess mathematical skills.
What Skills Will I Gain?
The Scientific Method and problem solving behind scientific investigations is extremely important
to students. The increasing reliance on computers and robots to minimize physical labour in the
workplace will place more students in problem solving jobs, which science is well suited for. From
the young to the old, people constantly examine information and discern its truth. The ability to
accomplish this with accuracy using science can make an individual successful. Students will
gain a deeper insight into individual Sciences by preparing for the Separate Science route than
they would through the Combined Science GCSE. However, it is not essential for progression to
A-level or other Level 3 qualifications.
Students must achieve at least a Grade 7 in any Science GCSE they wish to pursue to
Level 3 courses such as A Level Biology, Chemistry or Physics.

What Will I Study in Biology GCSE?

Paper

Topics Covered

Paper 1

Topics 1–4: Cell biology;
Organisation; Infection and response;
and Bioenergetics.

Paper 2

Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and
response; Inheritance, variation and
evolution; and Ecology.

What Will I Study in Chemistry GCSE?

Paper

Topics Covered

Paper 1

Topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic
table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of
matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical
changes; and Energy changes.

Paper 2

Topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical
change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis,
Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using
resources.

What Will I Study in Physics GCSE?

Paper

Topics Covered

Paper 1

Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of
matter; and Atomic structure.

Paper 2

Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and
electromagnetism; and Space physics.

GCSE Combined Science (AQA Trilogy)
Please consult: Ms Achampong, Head of Science Faculty

Examination Board: AQA

What Will I Study?
Unit

Topics Covered

Biology

Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and response,
Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, Ecology,
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution.

Chemistry

The Periodic Table, Bonding, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical
and Energy Changes, Rates of reaction, Organic Chemistry,
The Atmosphere, Chemical Analysis, Using resources.

Physics

Forces, Waves, Energy, Electricity, Magnetism and
electromagnetism, The Particle Model and Atomic Structure.

How Will I Be Assessed?
External assessment (100%)
Students will sit six exam papers exam papers in June of Year 11; two Biology, two Chemistry
and two Physics.
Each exam paper will be 70 marks and last 1 hour 15 minutes. They are equally weighted in
their contribution to the two overall science grades that will be awarded as an ‘average’ of these
six paper.
Required practical experiments
Students will be expected to complete 21 compulsory practical experiments across the three
science subjects. Knowledge and understanding of these practical experiments will be
assessed in the written exams (above) and will count for at least 15% of the overall marks.
Mathematical skills
Students will use a range of mathematical skills throughout the course which they will be
expected to demonstrate in their written exams. These will include using algebraic equations,
interpreting and analysing data and graphs. 30% of the overall examination marks will assess
mathematical skills.
What This Subject Can Lead To
The Scientific Method and problem solving behind scientific investigations is extremely
important to students. The increasing reliance on computers and robots to minimize physical
labour in the workplace will place more students in problem solving jobs, which science is well
suited for.
The successful completion of GCSE Combined Science will allow progression to Level 3
courses such as A Level Biology, Chemistry or Physics (with a requirement of at least
grades 7-7 in Combined Science to study these at BDA), in addition to a wide range of
other post-16 Science and Science-related courses.

Religious Studies GCSE
Please consult: Ms Saboune; Head of Religious Studies

Examination Board: AQA

What We Aim to Do?
The aim of the course is to explore religious, philosophical and ethical issues in the modern world with an
in-depth study of the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam.
The course is divided into two components:

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
What's assessed
Beliefs, teachings and practices of:
• Christianity
• Islam
How it's assessed - Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of GCSE
Questions
Each religion has a common structure of two five-part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.
Each religion is marked out of 48.

Component 2: Thematic Studies
• Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict
• Theme B: Religion and life.
• Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment.
• Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice.
How it's assessed - Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of GCSE
Questions
Each theme has a common structure of one five-part question of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.
Each theme is marked out of 24.
What Skills will I Gain?
Students will analyse religious teachings and beliefs and consider how these have shaped contemporary
society. Students will explore similarities and differences within religious traditions and consider how this
diversity of belief is reflected in religious practice. Students will understand more about the world, the
religious challenges that face it and their place within it.
GCSE Religious Studies is a valuable subject to show future employers that you have a respect for other
cultures and religious traditions. It explores issues of morality and helps students understand the
complexity of ethical dilemmas. The skills that are developed are also complementary to any future career
with critical thinking, problem solving, moral dilemmas, personal reflection, team work and dealing with
conflict resolution.
What Comes After?
For some students, they may choose to take the A Level Edexcel course in Religion, Philosophy & Ethics.
This is an excellent course approved by the Russell Group of top universities.
They will need to achieve at least a grade 7 at GCSE to be able to access this course.

Core Physical Education
Please consult: Ms Merrick-Wren ; Head of Physical
Education

What we aim to do
The course will offer each
student access to a broad and
balanced curriculum, and will
provide
a
wealth
of
opportunities to experience
success in a variety of ways.
Students are encouraged to
develop a range of skills in a
variety of team games and individual sports while developing an appreciation and understanding of the
importance of exercise.
What will I Study?
Our aim is to encourage positive attitudes to health and fitness, which you will take with you into adulthood.
Units of Work
Fitness

Athletics

Boxing

Softball

Badminton

Basketball

Football

Table tennis

Tennis

Netball

Cricket

Volleyball

Hockey

Rowing

How will I Be assessed?
You will be assessed according to the National Curriculum standards every five weeks. You will receive a
National Curriculum level for each unit of work as in Key Stage 3 and you will be given regular targets
about the different ways in which you can improve your work.
What skills will I gain?
You will gain a range of skills in a variety of team games and individual sports while developing an
appreciation and understanding of the importance of exercise.
Throughout the course we aim to promote the benefits of, and prepare you for, an active and healthy
lifestyle through developing positive attitudes to physical activity. You will develop personal qualities of cooperation, social awareness, fair play, enthusiasm and teamwork. Ultimately you will be equipped with the
knowledge to continue lifelong learning in your health and fitness.
Additional Information / Specialist Requirements.
The course will offer you access to a broad and balanced curriculum and will provide a wealth of
opportunities to experience success in a variety of ways.
Correct PE kit is an expectation and is essential for successful and enjoyable participation.

Section C: EBAC Subject Offer

Geography GCSE
Please consult: Ms Patel: Head of Geography

Examination Board: AQA

What will I study?
Geography is the study of people, places, processes and issues. It all
about how people interact with the physical environment and it is
relevant to the world we live in. The AQA Specification explores the
people-environment challenges we face in the UK and around the
world.
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (35% of final grade)
Paper 1 focuses on the challenge of natural hazards including
volcanoes, earthquakes and tropical storms. Extreme weather and
climate change is also explored, followed by the physical landscapes
of the UK including coasts and rivers. Finally, section of the paper
covers the living world which includes ecosystems such as tropical
rainforests and hot deserts or cold environments. All the topics will use located examples and case studies.
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (35% of final grade)
Paper 2 focuses on the challenges faced within human environments, for example urban growth and its
challenges, the changing economic world which investigate the causes and consequences of uneven
global development and resource management which explores how people have put pressure on
resources and assess the different strategies of management at different scales. All the topics will use
located examples and case studies.
Paper 3: Geographical applications – Issues evaluation, fieldwork & geographical skills (30% of
final grade)
Paper 3 will use your thinking skills and practical geographical enquiry to investigate physical and human
processes and environmental interactions. Fieldwork will be a compulsory core element of this unit as you
will have to set up and test hypotheses, collect primary and secondary data, analyse and evaluate data for
two environments, one physical and one human. You will also receive some pre-release material 12 weeks
prior to the examination on a contemporary geographical issue(s), leading to an extended piece of writing
which will involve an evaluative judgement.
Throughout the course, Power-Points, DVDs, newspapers, current programmes such as Human Planet,
GIS, ICT, photographs and many other resources will be used in individual study, group work and research
tasks. In Year 10, you will take part in a three-day fieldwork trip which will be used to complete Unit 3.
How your work will be assessed
Terminal Examination split into 3 examinations

35% + 35% + 30% =100%

What this subject can lead to
We all travel within the UK and, possibly abroad. Your travels may be holidays or work related. Whatever
the reason, a good knowledge of Geography will enhance your appreciation and understanding of the
places you visit. It will also enable you to engage with stories that you hear on the news, or read about in
the newspapers, helping you to fully understand current affairs.
It will develop key skills such as problem solving, information processing, extended writing, communication,
use of ICT, making you a much more flexible and an employable person. It can lead you onto exciting
career opportunities, depending upon the level of qualification you achieve, there are careers in the oil and
gas industries, conservation and the environment, meteorology, town planning, travel and tourism,
teaching, journalism, advertising, water management, international relations and many, many others.
There is always something for a Geographer, we are extremely versatile.

History GCSE
Please consult: Ms Charalambous – Head of History

Examination board: Edexcel

What will I study?
GCSE History (Edexcel)
Paper 1- British Thematic Study with Historic Environment
52 marks 30% weighting 1hr 15mins
Thematic Study (20%)
Historic Environment (20%)
Warfare and British Society c.1250 to London and the Second World War,
present
1939-45
The changing nature and experience of warfare This topic focuses on the relationship between
in Britain. Includes seven battle case studies. the Second World War and its impact on
people’s lives in London
Paper 2- Period Study and British Depth Study
64 marks 40% weighting 1h 45 minutes
Period Study (20%)
British Depth Study (20%)
Conflict in the Middle East, 1945-95
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England,
c.1060-88
3. Anglo Saxon England the Norman
• The birth of the state of Israel, 1945Conquest- 1060-66, including the
63- including the role of Nasser and
Battle of Hastings
Egypt in increased tensions in the
4. William I in power: securing the
region.
kingdom
• The escalating conflict, 1964-73 in the
5.
Norman England, 1066-88
Middle East
• Attempts at a solution, 1974-95
Paper 3- Modern Depth Study
52 marks 30% weighting 1h 20minutes
Political (policy of Weimar and Nazi governments, Hitler’s rise to power, the Nazi State)
Social, economic and cultural (economic problems and the recovery in the 1920s, women,
young people and minorities, use of propaganda)
What can History lead to?
History provides an awareness of the development of societies and values over time and promotes
understanding between cultures and traditions. Through studying History students will become
far better analysts of the present. Pupils will be expected to develop their evaluation, analysis and
essay writing skills. They will have the opportunity to interrogate source material in order to
produce a compelling historical argument. Throughout the course, pupils are challenged to
formulate their own views about the past and to discuss and debate these views with others.
History is renowned for giving an excellent grounding for a wide variety of occupations.
Historians are present in the employment worlds of law, business, police, teaching, media,
research, politics, civil service, the voluntary sector and many more. History will help you
become an independent thinker, open-minded, disciplined, good at problem solving and more
able to pick out the essential from the trivial. We hope you will join us!

French GCSE
Please consult: Mr Iliff; Head of Languages Faculty.

Examination Board: Edexcel

What we aim to do:
The course will develop students’ listening, reading, writing and
speaking skills in French. Students will become competent linguists,
able to cope with new vocabulary and grammatical structures, discuss
current world issues, and confidently express their opinions in
French.
What we study:
The content of the course is divided into four skill areas:
Speaking; Listening; Reading; and Writing
The areas studied are directly relevant to students: health,
relationships and choices, free time and the media, holidays, home
and local area, environment, school and future plans. Students will be
able to understand and give information about these topics, drawing
on their own experiences and those of young people in France and a
wide range of French speaking countries.
How your work will be assessed:
Speaking exam conducted by a teacher

25%

Writing exam

25%

Listening exam

25%

Reading exam

25%

What this subject can lead to:
A qualification in French will:
• Show that you are a good communicator.
• Show that you have a broad mind and that you are receptive to other cultures and languages.
• Assist with entry qualification to colleges of further education (many universities are beginning to
request a language at GCSE level)
• Help students wishing to consider employment in areas such as international business, law,
teaching, travel, leisure and tourism, economics, politics and many other disciplines. Never before
have language skills been so useful, or in such high demand in the workplace.
• Achievement at GCSE Grade 7, 8 or 9 will give you the opportunity to continue your studies to ALevel at the Burlington Danes Sixth Form.
Additional Information / Special Requirements:
To help you in your French learning, you should try to listen to French radio and read French newspapers
and magazines online where possible. There are a range of French series available on Netflix with subtitles
and many apps such as Duolingo to help students retain vocabulary. We hope to be able to enrich student’s
learning by offering a residential trip to France.

Section D: Option Subject Offer

Art: Art & Design GCSE
Please consult: Ms Paul; Head of Art & Design

Examination Board: AQA

What we aim to do
Ralph Waldo Emerson. “Every artist was first an amateur”
Art and Design GCSE
What will you learn?
Opening your mind and letting your imagination and flair explode into a painting, sculpture or installation.
Expressing your ideas and opinions visually is a great skill. GCSE Art and Design could be the
beginning; from jewellery making to design engineering, the possibilities are endless.
We provide the means for every student to learn during lessons, independent studies and compulsory
workshop once a week.
Our personalised projects make it possible to use personal strengths in meaningful ways.
They improve academic achievement -- enhancing test scores, attitudes, social skills, critical and
creative thinking.

How will you learn?
•

Developing a stunning portfolio

• Producing sketchbooks showing research, development, experimentation and refinement of any
medium of your choice digital, paint, ceramics, printmaking, textile, baking, sculpting……
•

Improving knowledge on artists and crafts people by producing critical studies

•

Working to deadlines

•

Afterschool weekly workshops

•

Educational visits

•

Art history and aesthetic

•

Essay writing and annotation

•

Working with professionals

•

Life drawing

•

Presentations

Where will it take you?

Assessment:
Component 1 Personal Portfolio will be worth 60% of the qualification and Component 2 Externally Set
Assignment will be worth 40% of the qualification.

All students will have to submit evidence of using drawing to support the development process in both
Component 1 and Component 2. Note that students will have to use drawing skills for different needs
and purposes appropriate to the context, and that technical mastery of drawing skills is not required
unless relevant to the chosen area of study.

All students will have to use written annotation and appropriate specialist terminology to record their
ideas, observations, insights and independent judgements.
Unit 1: Coursework all lesson and homework completed in Y10 & Y11

60%

Unit 2: Exam 10 week project from January of Y11, with a 10 hour practical exam

40%

Photography GCSE
Please consult: Ms Paul; Head of Photography

Examination Board: AQA

What we aim to do
The course teaches students about the full artistic process:
studying the work of photographer and artists and film-makers,
generating ideas, experimenting with camera techniques, film
photography in the dark room, photo-manipulation and videoediting. As a teaching team we hope to inspire our students to
become creative and critical thinkers in their own right.
We provide the means for every student to learn during lessons,
independent studies and compulsory workshop once a week.

What we study
0. What we study
1. The course is divided into six main projects:

2. Introduction to Photography 10% – The first GCSE project introduces students to
photography, and teaches them all of the fundamentals and techniques, such as long
exposure and depth of field. Students will also learn how to properly edit using Photoshop
and analyse the work of artists to inspire their work. This will lead to a series of outcomes and
confidence in using DSLR cameras.
3. Portraiture 15% – The project introduces students to the different methods and techniques
used by portrait photographers. Students will use Richard Avedon’s work as a starting point
to develop ideas about the genre and then create work inspired by researching 3 other portrait
photographers of their own choice, using skills and the teachers support to create a series of
outcomes and a final piece.
4. Digit Arts 10% – The project encourages students to think outside the box and use
experimentation to develop original ideas through original and intensive digital editing
techniques. Students are given the freedom to select a genre of photography that they are
interested in. Over the term students will apply 5 different techniques, then using skills and
the teachers support to create a series of outcomes and a final piece.
5. Experimental Photography 10% - The project introduces students to different methods and
techniques used in experimental photography. Students will learn how to apply and produce
more abstract work through analogue methodologies. This will lead to a series of outcomes
and a final piece.
6. Personal Project 15% - The final unit from the coursework folder, students are given
complete creative freedom to select, research, develop and produce a series of outcomes
and final pieces on a style of photography of their choice. This project will help set students
up for the Exam Project, where independent work is vital. At the end of this unit students will
produce a final piece that encompasses all of the different skills and knowledge they have
developed on the course.
7. The Exam Project 40% – This project requires you to work more independently on a theme
set by the exam board. The outcome and medium are decided individually between teacher
and student to choose what best suits you.
How your work will be Assessed
Unit 1: Coursework All lesson and homework completed in Y10 & Y11

60%

Unit 2: Exam 10 week project from January of Y11, with a 10 hour practical exam

40%

What this subject can lead to in the future
A qualification in Photography will:
•

Give you the technical skills to create your ideas with confidence and flair.

•

Show an employer you are creative, with original ideas and strong presentation skills. Develop the way
you look at and think about the world around you.

•

Enable you to study Art, Photography or Graphics at A-Level or BTEC and eventually an Arts degree
such as Fine Art, Photography, Cinematography and Film, or university degrees in disciplines like
Advertising, Animation, Film and Media, Marketing, Illustration, Education, Journalism, Fashion or
Museum Work. You are well considered in degrees such as Law too as the course shows you to be
well rounded and a thinker!
Additional Information / Special Requirements

All the work completed over the two years and where work takes longer than lesson time it needs
to be completed in your own time. Homework makes up 50% of the time required to produce
work for the portfolio, as all photo-shoots are completed out of school hours, students need to
spend at least 2 hours a week producing work for the course.
An interest in art is key to success in this course! You can prepare by visiting exhibitions and
looking at the work of photographers and cinematographers.

Business Studies GCSE
Please consult: Ms McFann; Head of Business Studies Faculty

Examination Board: AQA

What we aim to do
GCSE Business encourages candidates to:
4. Actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds
• Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish between fact and opinion, build arguments
and make informed judgements
• Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a range
of local, national and global contexts
Assessment

Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM on business activity
What's assessed
• Business in the real world
• Influences on business
• Business operations
• Human resources
How it's assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 90 marks
• 50% of GCSE

Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business activity
What's assessed
• Business in the real world
• Influences on business
• Marketing
• Finance
How it's assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 90 marks
• 50% of GCSE

What this subject can lead to
Whether you wish to join the Sixth Form or start a career, a qualification in Business is excellent
preparation. Typical careers include retail management, banking, insurance, accountancy,
marketing, and finance.

Drama GCSE
Please consult: Mrs Egan; Head of Drama

Examination Board: Eduqas

What We Aim To
GCSE Drama is a unique and enjoyable course were students are offered the opportunity to learn
practically as an actor, director or designer and to appreciate professional work as an informed and
analytical audience member. Students develop a wide range of skills that prepare them for a wide range
of professions. Students concurrently improve their confidence and creative capacity by creating and
developing original performance work that they have the pride and skill to present to their peers and a
wider audience.
At Burlington Danes Academy, we offer this course with excellent facilities, proven exam results and take
regular advantage of our close proximity to London’s west end, and the world class theatre it produces.
What We Study
In part one of the course students use drama to express their ideas about a range of issues. Students
create, design and perform their own original piece of theatre in response to a stimulus set by the exam
board. In part two of the course students prepare an extract of a published play text as either an actor or
designer and perform this for a live audience and visiting examiner. In part three of the course students
demonstrate their skills in appreciation of live theatre and theoretically realise a play from page to stage.
The analyse, evaluate and justify their own creative ideas and observations under timed written
conditions.
How Your Work Will Be Assessed
Unit 1 - Task 1 - devised performance and supporting portfolio

40%

Unit 2 – Performance from a text

20%

Unit 3 – Written exam

40%

What This Subject Can Lead To.
A qualification in Drama will:
•
•
•

demonstrate to a potential employer that you have skills in group work, presentation and
communication, and that you are a creative and confident individual.
provide progression to Level 3 courses such as ‘A’ Level Drama and BTEC National Diploma in
Performing Arts.
lead to exciting professions where self-confidence and the ability to speak and present yourself
effectively and convincingly to an audience are important. Professions that value skills of this type
range from working as part of a Sales team to arguing a case as the barrister in a court of law.

Additional Information / Special Requirements
Wherever possible the delivery of the course will be enriched by visits to the theatre, and visiting artists.
You can best help yourself by taking an interest in drama in all its forms in the world around you.
Developing the habit and enjoyment of reading books and plays will is one that will be essential for you to
achieve the highest levels of success in this subject. You should take every opportunity to watch live
performance and to extend your cultural knowledge wherever possible.
GCSE Drama students will need to attend after school rehearsals, particularly in the run up to
performances and will be expected to take a role (either onstage or backstage) in the whole school musical.
Students should be passionate about theatre and creating their own work.

Economics GCSE
Please consult: Ms Slatter, Head of Economics/Social
Sciences
What will I study?

Examination Board: OCR

Students are introduced to fundamental economic terms and concepts and
learn how to apply these to investigate and explain how markets work in contemporary
and historical economic contexts. They
study the different roles and perspectives of
the main economic agents and how they
interact in the economy. Students develop
the ability to use and interpret quantitative
data to justify economic decisions. They
learn to appreciate that all economic
choices have costs and benefits. This
encourages them to consider the moral,
ethical and sustainability issues that arise
due to economic activity in a range of
national and global contexts.
•
In Year 11, students gain an understanding of the main economic objectives and
government’s role in achieving them. Students investigate the effect of economic
policies on markets. They learn to interpret quantitative and qualitative evidence to
analyse the economic impacts of events.
•

How will I be assessed?
Introduction to Economics
National & International Economics

Written Paper (1 ½ hours)
Written Paper (1 ½ hours)

50%
50%

What skills will I learn?
This GCSE enables students to:
• actively engage in the study of economics and develop as independent learners who
think critically and reflectively;
• develop an analytical approach to problem solving to enable them to build
arguments and make informed judgements;
• apply economic theory to contemporary issues in a range of local, national and global
contexts;
• understand the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to economic
activity; and
• consider the moral issues that arise as a result economic development and the impact
of economic activity on the environment.
Where can the acquisition of these skills lead me?
Most significantly, the course teaches a very precise, logical and analytical method for
approaching issues as well as the foundations for understanding technical economic
theory. The course additionally teaches valuable life skills relating to personal finance,
whilst giving students an introduction to understanding the economic issues which are in
the news every day and impact their lives. As one of the most challenging GCSEs, the
course focuses on developing the critical thinking skills which are key to ‘A’ Level studies.

Media BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media
Production Level 1/Level 2
What we aim to do:
Please consult Ms Koka, Head of Media
Examination: Pearson (Edexcel)

Media Studies aims to provide students with the opportunity to explore wider social and political issues through the
examination of Media texts. We aim to teach students the increasingly important role of creative and mass media in society.
We give them a working knowledge of the nature of media production and an ability to analyse and interpret media products.
Alongside this, the development of practical skills, through the use of computer technology, video production, video editing,
creative design software, photography and recording equipment to produce high quality media products is enhanced through
the use of video tutorials, one-to-one lessons and group work.
What we study:

The course is divided into three modular units, each one having a specific Media platform focus.
The units involve the exploring the different media sectors and audiences, planning and pitching a media product,
producing a moving image production (Video), producing an audio production or digital publishing product and an
annually published directed assessment topic from Pearsons.
Skills needed:

The use of creative and analytical skills is essential to the Media Studies course.
There is an emphasis on reading different media texts for meanings and interpretation. Enthusiasm and interest in
media products is essential, this includes TV programmes, films, print such as magazines, posters, adverts, radio,
music, photography and social media are vital to the course. The course requires students to foster and maintain an
independent and disciplined approach to project work.
How your work will be assessed?

The Media course is divided into two internally and one externally assessed projects, which are assessed at regular
intervals and at each production mile-stone, helping to ensure that students’ can apply this feedback to improve
past work due to their newly gain production planning and practical skills. Each completed assessment leads on to
the next and helps students to build up their skills and then apply this to producing a final product. The externally
assessed project enables learners to apply their production skills to the creation of a media product in response to a
brief.
What this subject can lead on to:
BTEC Level 3 Creative Media and A-Level Photography is available. Degree courses in Media Studies are available at many
universities; the course also enables pathways to such a vast array of courses ranging from Law, Music Production, Graphic
Design, Editing and Photography. Top places to study include Bournemouth, and Plymouth.
Possible Careers

Careers in journalism, television, film, publishing, advertising and the music business, teaching, T.V. production, marketing.

Additional information/Special requirements
A good level of creativity, literacy and analytical skills are advantageous as is a general interest in world, political and social
affairs. An ability to create and design is also an advantage.
Relevant website links for further information on the course/subject
www.qualifications.pearson.com
www.ccskills.org.uk
www.creativeskillset.org.uk

Music Technology BTEC
Please consult: Ms Friar

Examination Board: Edexcel

What We Do
A BTEC in Music is a great choice for students looking for a
practical and creative qualification. The course aims to provide
students with the relevant skills and knowledge that employers
value, as well as the confidence to progress into a fulfilling,
exciting career in a creative industry.
We aim to provide a fantastic steppingstone into understanding
music from an industry point of view. Each piece of coursework
is based around a real-life work scenario.
What we study and how your work will be assessed?
Coursework: 75%
Unit 7
Music
Sequencing
Unit 6
Music
Recording
…or…
Unit 5
Music
Performance
Core - Unit 2
Managing a Music
Product

•
•
o
o

•
•

o
o
o

Exam: 25%
Core - Unit 1
The Music
Industry

•
•

Learners will explore the features and functions of using music sequencing
software, with specific reference to note inputting, editing and effects.
They will then demonstrate their new skills by creating their own piece of
music using the software.
A perfect unit for students interested in learning how recording studios work.
Understanding the time and equipment needed to do this and students will
be able to set up a studio ready for performers in an efficient and safe
manner.
Learners are required to develop their music performance skills and review
the progress they make.
They will keep a detailed rehearsal log and put on an amazing final
performance to a live audience.
All about bringing a musical idea to life!
Learners will collaborate and create their own music projects. Here they
experience the full process of starting out as a new artist, producer or
designer.
Learners will then, in teams, promote this product and learn about how this
is done in real working situations.
Here learners explore the organisations that make up the music industry
and examine what they do and how they do it.
We learn about the roles within the music industry and how they can
represent a musical artist.

Where can this subject lead in the future?
From this course students can go on to BTEC level 3 in Music or A level Music Technology. Developing
further into Higher Education courses in production, music engineering and performance or contemporary
degree courses at a wide range of universities. All this can lead to careers such as producers, sound
technicians, artists, tour managers, music teacher, booking agents, music publicist, studio manager, event
manager and many more.
There are also many businesses and other careers who are discovering that musicians make incredible
employees due to their communication skills, organisational ideas, discipline, creativity and focus.
Additional information
This is a course that requires you to put effort and energy in to work outside of lessons, both in the Mac
suite and in the recording studio. You need a passion for music and a want to learn about the music
industry world.
Wherever possible students will have opportunities to work with music producers, experts in the
industry and visit a variety of music venues and businesses.

Physical Education

GCSE

Please consult: Ms Merrick-Wren, Head of Physical
Education

Examination Board: OCR

What we aim to do
• Give you a clear understanding of the importance of a
balanced, active and healthy lifestyle.
• Enable you to explain specific changes that occur in the body
as a result of regular exercise.
• Identify potential barriers to exercise and the impact a lack of
activity can have.
• Develop and refine sporting ability alongside an understanding
of the key components of successful performance.
What we study
Students study a broad academic syllabus which is broken down into four components: Physical
factors effecting performance, socio-cultural issues and sports psychology, performance of three
activities and Analysis and Evaluation of Performance (NEA). Practical and theoretical lessons
are delivered in equal measure, although it is expected that students already play a range of
sports or at least one sport to a high level.

Component 01: Physical factors affecting Performance

30%

• 1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology
• 1.2 Physical training
Assessment
Written paper: 1 hour
60 Marks
Component 02: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology

30%

• 2.1- Socio-cultural influences
• 2.2- Sports psychology
• 2.3- Health, fitness and well-being.
Assessment
Written paper: 1 hour
60 Marks
Component 03: Performance of three activities taken from the two approved lists.
• One from the ‘individual’ list
• One from the ‘team’ list

30%

• One other from either list
Assessment
Non-exam assessment (NEA)
60 marks
Component 4: Analysis and Evaluation of Performance (NEA)

10%

This component requires students to draw upon knowledge, understanding and
skills learnt throughout their course of study. This will allow them to analyse and
evaluate either their own or a peer’s performance in order to produce an action plan
to improve the quality and effectiveness of the performance.
Assessment
Non-exam assessment (NEA)
20 Marks

What this subject can lead to
A qualification in GCSE PE will give you access and an opportunity to do further studies at Level
3 through ‘A’ Level in Physical Education or the BTEC National in Sports Studies.
There are numerous employment opportunities in the sporting, health and fitness and leisure
industry where the teamwork and leadership skills you develop through the course will be highly
prized, for example work within the sports industry, sports science, leisure industry, travel and
tourism and teaching.
Students should be aware that GCSE Physical Education involves rigorous academic study as
well as good all-round sporting ability. Regular and sustained participation in a number of sports
inside and outside of school is a distinct advantage.

Sports Science BTEC
Please consult: Ms Merrick-Wren
Examination Board: OCR
What we aim to do
With the rapid growth in careers in sport and leisure there is a need for qualifications that ensure
that occupational standards are met for both the employer and the employee.
OCR Nationals are a high-quality work-related qualification, offering a unique progression and
career opportunities for students who wish to work in the sport and leisure sector.
Highly transferable and recognised by employers and universities, BTEC qualifications are
suitable for anyone who wants to take sport seriously. The qualification prepares young people
for careers in the sports sector.
What we study
Students study twelve different units; the main four are highlighted below:
•
Fitness for Sport and Exercise
•
Practical Sports Performance
•
Training for Personal Fitness
•
Anatomy and Physiology for Sports Performance
How your work will be assessed
All units are assessed as OCR Level 2 (Distinction, Merit or Pass). If students do not reach the
Level 2 Pass you may be awarded an OCR Level 1 if you have completed enough work. For Unit
1 there will be a 1 hour exam that is required to be sat. The remaining modules are assessed
through your course work.
What this subject can lead to
BTEC Extended Certificates offer a direct progression on to BTEC Extended Diploma (L3). A
BTEC Extended Diploma in Sport is currently being offered at Burlington Danes through the 6th
form. On completion of a BTEC Extended Diploma, students can progress to University.
Additional Information / Special Requirements
• A keen interest or a love for sport.
•
You will learn how to apply your knowledge, both on your own and as a member of a
team, to develop your skills and abilities.
•
The course is assessed by assignments which have strict deadlines. This process of
continuous assessment removes the need for a final exam. However, there will be two 1 hour
exams for units seven and one.
•
Sport Science students are required to take responsibility for their own learning. You will
also be well organised and to meet strict assessment deadlines.

Sociology GCSE
Please consult: Ms Slatter, Head of Sociology/Social
Sciences

Examination Board: AQA

What We Aim to do:
Why do inequalities exist in society? Why do people commit crime? Why are household tasks shared
unequally in families? GCSE Sociology helps students to address these questions and others by exploring
how society works. Drawing on the work of key sociologists and current examples and case studies,
students are empowered to become critical consumers of the world that we live in, through exploring issues
of power and inequality in the context of families, education, crime and deviance and social inequality.
Students will develop their analytical skills, as well as spoken and written communication skills by
comparing perspectives on a variety of social issues, constructing reasoned arguments, making
substantiated judgements and drawing balanced conclusions. The course prepares students well for the
further study of any social science or humanities subject at A-level, and at university, as well as helping to
provide students with an understanding of the current issues and problems we are facing as a society, and
the skills to consider tackling these.
What We Study:
The course will require the students to:
✓ Draw on information and evidence from different sources and demonstrate the ability to synthesise
them
✓ Analyse and evaluate different research methods used in sociological investigations and assess,
critically, the appropriateness of their use
✓ Analyse and evaluate information and evidence presented in different written, visual and numerical
forms
✓ Apply their understanding to explore and debate the current sociological issues outlined in each of the
topic areas
•
Use sociological theories and evidence to compare social issues, construct reasoned arguments
and debates, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions
•
Draw connections between the different topic areas studied.
We study the following topics:
• Sociological theory and research methods
• The sociology of families
• The sociology of education
• The sociology of crime and deviance
• The sociology of social stratification
How Your Work Will Be Assessed:
Written Examination: Paper 1 (Families and education)
Written Examination: Paper 2 (Crime and deviance and social stratification)

50%
50%

A Qualification in Sociology will:
By studying sociology, students will develop transferable skills including how to:
o Investigate and compare different perspectives
o Apply classical sociological theory to modern examples
• Develop and refine the skill of constructing a written argument
• Analyse and be critical of the social world
Is This the Right Course for Me?
You should:
• Be curious about the world around you and be able to think about WHY society works in a particular
way, and why people follow so many unwritten rules
o Be interested in learning about new ideas

o Enjoy being critical of the society we live in, and aware of issues such as poverty, inequality, age
o Enjoy constructing and engaging in debates, both verbally and in writing

Computing GCSE
Please consult: Mr Prasad, Head of IT

Examination Board: AQA

Aims and learning outcomes
The course encourages students to:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Build on their knowledge, understanding and skills established through the computer science
elements of the programme of study for computing at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.
Enable students to progress into further learning and/or employment.
Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation Analyse problems in
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing,
writing and debugging programs.
Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically.
Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one
another and with other systems.
Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society Apply maths
skills relevant to computer science.

Paper 1: Computational thinking and programming skills
What's assessed?
Computational thinking, code tracing, problem-solving, programming concepts including the design of
effective algorithms and the designing, writing, testing and refining of code.
The content for this assessment will be drawn from the following subject content.
•
•

Fundamentals of algorithms
Programming

How it's assessed?
1. Written exam: 2 hours
2. 90 marks
3. 50% of GCSE Questions
A mix of multiple choice, short answer and longer answer questions assessing programming, practical
problem-solving and computational thinking skills.

Paper 2: Computing concepts
What's assessed?
The content for this assessment will be drawn from subject following subject content.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fundamentals of data representation
Computer systems (page 22)
Fundamentals of computer networks (page 27)
Cyber security (page 29)
Relational databases and structured query language (SQL) (page 31)
Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including issues
of privacy

How it's assessed?

✓
✓
✓

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
90 marks
50% of GCSE Questions

A mix of multiple choice, short answer, longer answer and extended response questions assessing SQL
programming skills and theoretical knowledge.
What can a I progress onto with a GCSE in computer science?
Students will complete this course equipped with the logical and computational skills necessary to
succeed at A-level, the workplace or beyond.

