
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On  Monday  the  25th, Ms Denley  came  to  
speak  to  the  Oxbridge  Project  with  her  talk,  
òThe Way  Language  Worksó. Madam  
opened  her  talk  with  the  question : Is 
language  learning  changing  the  way  you  
think?  This question  got  us thinking  
philosophically  straight  away . Ms Denley  then  
took  the  group  through  various  questions  
regarding  language  which,  despite  many  
studies, scientists have  not  yet  found  an  
answer  to .  

They also learnt  that  a  polyglot  is someone  
who  speaks  more  than  two  languages  and  
that  this is an  incredibly  valuable  trait  to  
employers . Madam  explained  that,  when  she 
worked  at  a  large  Finance  corporation,  they  
were  happy  to  teach  her  the  knowledge  
around  Finance  as this would  be  easier  than  
teaching  someone  the  skills she has in 
speaking  multiple  languages .  

What  is "lost in translation"?  

Abdullahi  Dahir  (9U) attempted  to  answer  
the  question,  òWhat does  it mean  to  be  lost 
in translation?ó And  both  he  and  Robert  
Butcher  (7B) suggested  that  you  cannot  
translate  languages  word -for-word . Madam  

explained  that  nuances  of  foreign  
languages,  including  idioms,  make  it 
impossible  to  translate  the  literal  meaning  of  
a  passage  without  the  cultural  reference  
points  and  understanding .  

This notion  made  Miss Denleyõs job  as an  
interpreter  incredibly  complex  and  she 
explained  how  you  have  very  little  time  to  
consider  what  the  true  meaning  of  
someoneõs speech  is without  losing the  
thread  of  the  conversation . It is this fact  that  
makes  businesses around  the  world  value  
polyglots  so highly!  Organisations  such  as the  
EU and  the  UN are  very  proud  to  have  such  
wide  spread  interpreting  skills to  offer  to  those  
whom  they  represent .  

As ever  at  the  Oxbridge  Project,  the  talk  
ended  as an  open  discussion with  a  plethora  
of  questions  from  the  audience .  Sara 
Abduzaid  (8B) asked  why  English is such  a  
dominant  language  across  the  world  - Ms 
Denley  answered  that  it has a  lot  to  do  with  
Britain's history, but  also that,  anecdotally,  
English is an  easy  language  to  learn  if you  
want  to  become  ôfunctionalõ (rather  than  
necessarily  ôfluentõ). Saraõs question  opened  
a  debate  around  the  Global  and  
economical  influences  of  English as a  
language,  as well  as music  and  popular  
culture  facilitating  its widespread  influence  
and  usage .  

Finally, Miss Denley  explained  that,  as a  
school  of  language  learners,  we  should  not  
feel  discouraged  by  the  idea  of  becoming  
ôfluentõ in any  language  (and  the  challenges  
of  this). Instead,  we  should  aim  to  have  a  
ôfunctionalõ amount  of  any  foreign  language  
that  interests us and  explore  the  cultural  
enrichment  that  it can  bring . 
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LIFE AS A POLYGLOT:   
IS LEARNING A LANGUAGE 
CHANGING THE WAY YOU THINK?  

(Continued overleaf)  



On  Tuesday  2nd  February,  our  art  students  will 
be  visiting Brick Lane,  Whitechapel  Gallery  
and  Old  Spitalfields  market .  

The students  will be  taking  inspiration  from  
street  art,  community  and  culture  and  
looking  at  new  and  old . 

Please be  reminded  that  students  are  
permitted  to  wear  their  own  clothes  for  the  
trip,  and  are  also expected  to  catch  up  on  
any  school  work  missed during  the  day . 

Ms Denley  also shares with  us that  your  brain  
actually  expands  when  you  learn  a  
language  including  better  brain  
development,  boosting  your  memory,  
improving  multi -tasking  skills, increasing  

attention  to  detail  and  immersion  in a  new  
culture . Surely these  benefits  are  worth  the  
amount  of  practise  you  need  to  become  a  
polyglot!   
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TAKE IT TO THE STREETS:  
ART STUDENTS TO EXPLORE 
LONDON STREET ART 

(Continued from Page 1) 

BECOMING A POLYGLOT:   
IS LEARNING A LANGUAGE 
CHANGING THE WAY YOU THINK?  

STUDENTS ON ART TRIP Noel, Charlotte  

Albertusiak, Emilia  Moutinho, Kevin  

Harris, Alfie Reid, Janine  

Dunn, Kacei  Tice, Angela  

El-Ahmadi, Omiyma  Benalhachmi, Azhar  

Solomon, Aston  Salihu, Amira  

Campbell -Monte, Kai  Rahman, Mahir  

Dervishi, Elhamije  Bazdaar , Yasmin 

Wright, Jamie  Moronkeji, Felicity  

Lewis, Joshua  Travers, Melissa 

Rahman, Mahdi  McPherson, Ruchika  

Ullah, Ayub  Macrae, Cassandra  

Gorniak, Paulina  Malik, Ayesha  
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Hi Year  9, 

Already  it has been  a  very  busy term  as we  
hit  the  business part  of  the  year . With Parentõs 
Evening,  Optionõs Evening  and  the  Rank 
Order  Examõs all  on  the  horizon  please  start  
to  think  about  your  priorities  for  the  rest of  the  
year .  

Myself  and  Ms Quinton  will be  speaking  to  
you  lots about  graduation  and  pathways  
over  the  next  few  weeks  so please  ensure  
that  you  are  in every  day  and  maximising  
your  opportunity  to  learn .  

Our  job  is to  educate  and  yours is to  learn  so 
please  give  yourselves  the  chance  to  
succeed . Tutors and  subject  teachers  will be  
helping  you  to  revise and  prepare  correctly  

for  your  big  exams  ð take  advantage  of  this. 
Remember  your  manners  and  how  you  carry  
yourselves  inside  of  school  and  lessons and  
continue  to  be  ambassadors  outside  of  the  
school  gates .  

Parents  I am  very  excited  about  getting  to  
see you  all  again  soon  so please  keep  up  
with  the  fantastic  work  at  home . It is now  a  
great  time  to  consider  talking  to  your  
sonõs/daughterõs about  their  options  and  
what  they  want  to  do  beyond  Ark Burlington  
Danes .  

Student  of  the  week  ð Sadiq  Khaled  (9D) ð be  
very  proud!  

Mr Crawford,  

DOL Year 9  

DIRECTOR OF LEARNING 
ANNOUNCEMENT: A 
MESSAGE TO YEAR 9 
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5 people youõd like to have over 
for dinner:  

ÅSir David Attenborough 

ÅStephen Fry 

ÅMurray Walker 

ÅJenson Button 

ÅNatalie Imbruglia 

 

4 books and films youõll never 
forget:  

ÅItalian Job 

ÅSenna 

ÅTom Clancyõs Without Remorse 

ÅPaulo Coelhoõs The Alchemist 

3 foods youõd have for your last 
meal:  

ÅTraditional English roast with beef, no gravy 
but definitely horseradish sauce  

ÅGood Italian ð from Caprese salad ð 
melanzane parmigiana ð Calzone ð Filetto 
di Branzino Allostera to Tiramisu  

ÅBanana with cheddar cheese, in a fresh 
poppy seeded crusty bloomer sandwich  

2 places youõd love to visit: 

ÅOkinawa - Japan  

ÅShaolin Temple - China  

1 day youõll never forget: 

Å Wedding day/one of my days racing at 
the Brands Hatch  
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5 People youõd like to have over 

for dinner:  

ÅMichael  Jackson  so that  he  can  teach  me  
how  to  moon  walk!  

ÅLionel  Messi so that  he  can  teach  me  how  to  
skill people  

ÅAnne  Frank so that  she can  tell  me  about  the  
horrors of  war . 

ÅMark  Wahlberg  so that  he  can  help  me  make  
a  movie  

ÅWilliam  Shakespeare  so that  he  can  help  we  
write  a  play  

4 books and films youõll never 

forget :  

ÅHarry Potter  and  the  Deathly  Hallows  

ÅHancock  

ÅPig Heart  Boy 

ÅStormbreaker  

3 foods youõd have for your last 

meal:  

ÅVictoria  sponge  

ÅStir fry chicken  

Å6 BBQ wings  

2 of your favourite teachers:  

ÅMr Rawkins because  he  never  lets me  give  up  

ÅMs Brace  because  she is always  smiling 

1 day at school youõll never 

forget:  

ÅThe day  we  sang  a  vine  in History class 
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CAREERS 

Ark  BDAõs annual  Careers  Fair is taking  place  
on  Friday  5th February . 

We have  over  25 different  employers,  training  
providers,  Colleges,  Universities and  
apprenticeship  providers  coming  in next  
Friday 5th February  to  help  students  in Years 9-
11 decide  on  viable  options  to  consider  for 
their  future .   

Year  9 will receive  a  valuable  workshop  on  
choosing  their  Options  and  Year  10 on  ôWhat 
Employers  Expectõ in readiness  for  their  all- 
important  work  experience  in July.   

Year  11 will have  access  to  the  Careers  Fair 
itself and  later  one  of  the  boroughõs top  
authorities  on  Apprenticeships,  School  leaver  
Programmes  and  University entrance  will 
come  in to  advise  on  how  to  choose  whatõs 
right  for  them . 

Attendees  include  LSE, Roehampton  and  
Kingston  Universities, Westway  Trust, Disney, 
Air New  Zealand,  The BBC, LõOreal, Ealing,  
Hammersmith  and  West London  College,  The 
Fashion Retail  Academy,  London  School  of  
Business Management,  The Lyric Theatre  
Hammersmith,  Workzone,  Thames Tideway,  
Metro  Bank, Mitie , LBHF Health  and  Social  
Care,  Nurses, The Army  and  Hammersmith  
and  Fulham  Volunteer  Centre . 

So think  about  what  you  might  want  to  ask 
these  representatives  and  decide  which  
stands  you  would  like to  visit to  make  the  
most  of  this great  in-house  opportunity .  See 
you  there!  

CAREERS FAIR 2016: 
FRIDAY 5TH FEB ï Y9,10 & 11 
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BDA SPORTS 
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Goals  from  Alize in year  7 to  put  BDA 1-0 up,  
followed  by  a  goal  from  Zainab  El Mouden  in 
year  8 who  took  BDA to  a  comfortable  finish.  

This was  the  first time  the  girls have  played  
together,  with  a  variety  of  new  year  8 players  
in the  team .  

The girls played  well  together,  and  this was 
seen  in the  game  with  some  Fantastic  
passing  between  the  players .  

The U13's take  on  Chelsea  Football  
Tournament  on  Friday,  if they  keep  up  how  
thy  are  playing,  they  are  showing  good  step  
to  continue  their  winning  ways .  

Woman  of the  Match : 

Madeeha  Turay: Madeeha  worked  hard  and  
made  it difficult  for HA to  get  past  the  
midfield,  she played  a  fantastic  ball  through  

to  Zainab  El Mouden  to  seal the  2-0 win .  

GIRLSô U13 FOOTBALL 
VICTORY: BURLINGTON DANES 
VS HAMMERSMITH ACADEMY  

WOM: 
Madeeha Turay  


