
The Easter break was  used as a time for rest 
and reflection and all at BDA have returned 
with renewed vigour for the new term. 

Last term was brought to an epic end with 
Charity Week raising an impressive amount 
of funds for charities in the community. The 
results raised by each school house were as 

follows: 

 

 

 

Total monies raised: £3022.90! 

23rd April 2015 
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AN EASTER MESSAGE: 
FROM MR RIBTON 

COL COR EPH GAL  PHI ROM  

£648.18 £626.56 £610.24 £405.69 £335.38 £396.85 

The summer term is dominated by the exam 
season, and not just for Year 11,12 and 13 
pupils.  Do make sure you revise.  Rank 
orders were out today for Key Stage Three: 
how did you feel about where you 
are?  Without revision you are unable to 
fairly reflect your ability and much of your 
excellent work over the year will be in vain. 

How best to revise? There are no ‘best 
ways’ but some basic common ideas are: 
plan your revision and check you are giving 
enough time to each subject. Make a 
timetable and stick to it.   Make sure you 

are ABSOLUTELY certain that you know 
what to revise.  Give yourself short times off 
during revision: its not a good idea to revise 
every waking moment but your personal life 

does need to take a back seat for a 
while.  Use textbooks, notes and your 
exercise books: the internet can be a 
distraction.  If you do need web power, 
only use trusted sites such as the BBC.  Eat 
properly and sleep well.  Drink plenty of 
water!  

Revision techniques are mnemonics, 
making cue cards, spider diagrams, 
highlighting text, teaching your mum or 
dad about a topic: find your best way to 
learn and recall information. 

Good luck, or as we say at Ark BDA, good 
preparation! 

Mr Ribton, Principal 

WELCOME BACK TO 
THE SUMMER TERM! 

The United States Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom, Mr Matthew Barzun visited Year 10 
and Sixth Form students on Wednesday 
morning to discuss America’s role in the 
arena of global politics.  

It was an interactive session as he brought 
with him a number of ‘clickers’ that could 
register the audience’s response to various 
multiple choice questions.  

Ark BDA did not hold back, accusing 
America of frequently intervening in foreign 
situations solely to protect America’s own 
interests! Dialogue was robust but hugely 
informative: it appears that most students  

regard the USA as a land of opportunity 
and wealth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The session served as a reminder that  the 
internet and mass media are filled with 
hoaxes, hysteria and falsehoods. Indeed, 
the importance of understanding the 
difference between opinion and fact was 
the biggest takeaway of the morning.  

US Ambassador and 
students talk politics 



BDA HOSTS MINI 
GENERAL ELECTION 
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In light of the general elections looming, the 
academy will be hosting a mini election, 

which will give students an opportunity to 
air their views on the country’s current 
political status. 

We hope to see a large turn out for this 
event that will be held in room 205 on 
Thursday during lunch-time.  

Please contact Ms Hurl if you have any 
enquiries or to register your interest in this 
new club. 

  

 

Last term, a group of Year 7 students were 
treated to a rewards trip to London Zoo. The 
reward was a celebration of their consistent 

and good behaviour. 
 
It therefore pleases us to announce that 
their conduct, even outside of the 
academy, was once again noted by a 
member of public (a former principal) who 
was only too keen to report that she was 
extremely impressed with the behaviour 
and conduct displayed by our students. 
Very well done! 
 

Below is an advert for a product our Year 11 Music BTEC group created as part of a project 
in music technology. Please support these hard-working students by purchasing a sample of 
their work. 

Special Commendation:  
Positive behaviour 

Entrepreneurs in the making 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon BDA, hopefully you’re all 
well rested after the Easter break and 
looking forward to the nice warm summer 
term! Hopefully you all got a chance to 
relax and get some rest as well as revising 
for exams. 

This week has been BDA Shakespeare Week 

in the library! Key stage three students have 
been testing their knowledge of 
Shakespeare’s plays with a quiz. We have 
been really impressed by how much a 
number of students know about the bard 
and there were some great fake 
Shakespeare tweets written for the 
tiebreaker. Hamlet’s tweet, ‘I think I see my 
father’s ghost #spooky,’ was a particular 
favourite.  

Next week, students will be starting their 
Accelerated Reader lessons once more. 
They will have a month to read their books 

and pass their quizzes. A number of students 
really challenged themselves last year, 
reading books above their reading age 
and devouring whole series of books! This is 
what we expect in AR lessons and look 
forward to seeing this same application 
and effort in the summer term.  

Finally, this week was your last week to 
return the voting forms for the Stan Lee 
Excelsior Award. Well done to everyone 
who got involved. We had over sixty voting 
forms and there were a number of 
intelligent critiques of the shortlisted books. 
They have all been submitted and we will 
let you know who won when the winner is 
announced in June!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabriel – by Garth Nix 

Sabriel is a very difficult book to describe to 
someone but it is also brilliant. It tells the 
story of a teenage girl who has an 
adventure in a magical kingdom. The quest 
is on the same epic scale as those found in 
classic fantasy novels like Lord of the Rings 

and the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
and the story is almost as good! 

The adventure begins when an undead 
creature attacks Sabriel’s boarding school 
in Ancelstierre, which is like England in the 
1950s. She soon learns that her father has 
gone missing while in the neighbouring 
country. This Old Kingdom is a strange world 
filled with danger and magical creatures. It 
is up to Sabriel to travel to this land and 
save her father before it is too late.  

The story that follows is action packed with 
Sabriel fighting the undead both in the 

world of the living and in the kingdom of 
death, which Sabriel has the ability to enter. 
These fight scenes are fantastically written 
and there are some great supporting 
characters including the evil Kerrigor, who is 
like a scarier version of Harry Potter’s Lord 
Voldemort!  

This is a brilliant novel and a great example 
of high fantasy! It will be loved by fans of 
authors like J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis and J. 
K. Rowling.  

 

By Mr Crowley  
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5 People you’d like to have over for 

dinner: 

•Bill Gates 

•Gandhi 

•Ludwig Wittgenstein 

•Charles Darwin 

•Jony Ive 

 

4 books and films you’ll never forget: 

•A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin 

•The Circle by Dave Eggers 

•The Book about Moomin, Mymble and 
Little My by Tove Jansson 

•His Dark Materials trilogy by Philip Pullman 

 

3 foods you’d have for your last meal: 

•An unreasonable amount of olives to start 

•A nice selection of loads of different 
vegetarian curry 

•A fruit salad made out of really nice 
English summer fruits 

 

2 places you’d love to visit: 

•Lapland to see the Northern Lights 

•Somewhere in the USA in 2017 to see the 
total solar eclipse 

 

1 day you’ll never forget: 

•The day I learnt how to ride a bike! 

54321… 
GET TO KNOW OUR LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, MS GARDNER 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  

Soup: 
Minestrone  

Soup: Carrot & 
Coriander  

Soup: Chunky  
chicken & Three 

bean  

Soup: Spring 
vegetable  

Soup: Chinese  
egg drop  

Barbeque 
chicken legs 

Chilli corn carne  
Tuna pasta 

baked 
Mediterranean 

Lamb meat balls 
Deep Fried 
Haddock 

Battered Quorn 

fillet (V) 

Stilton and 

broccoli baked 

(V) 

Vegetarian pasta 

baked(V) 

 Moroccan 

chickpeas and 

spinach stew (V) 

Battered Quorn 

Sausages (V) 

Homemade 
potato wedges 

  
Steamed mixed 

veg 

 Garlic infused 
rice 

  
Mixed leaf Salad    

 Garlic bread 
  

Broccoli & Colly 

 Saffron Rice 
  

Coleslaw & 
Mixed salad  

 Chunky chips 
   

Baked Beans 

Freshly Filled Rolls 
and Sandwiches 

Grab & Go 
Salad 

Freshly Filled Rolls 
and Sandwiches 

Grab & Go 
Salad 

Freshly Filled Rolls 
and Sandwiches 

Grab & Go 
Salad  

Freshly Filled Rolls 
and Sandwiches 

Grab & Go 
Salad 

Freshly Filled Rolls 
and Sandwiches 

Grab & Go 
Salad 

Treacle pudding 
and custard 

  
Selection of cold 

Desserts 

Carrot cake with 
butter icing 

  
Selection of cold 

Desserts 

Eve's Pudding 
  

Selection of cold 

Desserts 

 Blueberry cake  
   

Selection of cold 

Desserts 

Oaty peach 
crumble with 

custard 
  

Selection of cold 
Desserts 

Jacket Potatoes 
with a Selection 

of Fillings 

Jacket Potatoes 
with a Selection 

of Fillings 

Jacket Potatoes 
with a Selection 

of Fillings 

Jacket Potatoes 
with a Selection 

of Fillings 

Jacket Potatoes 
with a Selection 

of Fillings 

Bon Appétit 
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BDA SPORTS 

We had a very good Easter table tennis 
camp at BDA. During the first week, we had 
2 days at school with excellent attendance 
and at the end of the week, we 
participated in two tournaments for the 

national qualifications.  

On the 11th of April, coach Medellin took 
three players to Morpeth school to 
compete for a place at the nationals U/13 
finals at Doncaster. Two of our girls gave the 
best they could, finishing 5th and 6th in the 
tournament and becoming reserves for the 
competition.  

Hannah Buckley-Smith performed really well 
during the first 3 matches, and in her fourth 
match, had to compete against Aimey 
Gerald-Jovnarouk from BDA, which 
unfortunately saw Hannah lose 2-3 to Aimey 
and narrowly missing out on a place for the 
national finals.  

The following day, three more players were 
taken to the U/14 boys and girls 
competition with better results than the 
previous day.  

Cacherel Mirjah won a place for the 
national finals at Doncaster in June, He 
played magnificently, winning the 
competition and beating highly ranked 
players in the English ranking system.  

Yassmine Al-Amrie just missed out in the Girls 
competition and finished as a reserve too. 
During the crucial match she played 
against Daniel Kelly – England’s No.10 - and 
the scoring was such that Yassmine was 2 
games up at 10-7. However, the pressure 
proved to be too much and Yassmine 
narrowly lost out.  

Yassmine played very well and we are 
confident that her next opportunity will be 
different.  

Robel Berhanykan played really well in the 
U/14 boys, with this being his first 
appearance in the tournament. He finishes 
in the top 10 of the competition. 
Congratulations to all players involved who  
continue to represent BDA brilliantly during 
these competitions! 

TABLE TENNIS UPDATE: 
STAR PLAYERS CONTINUE TO 
IMPRESS 
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Date Sport 
Year  

Group 
Opposition Venue Staff Start 

27/04/15 Athletics 
Y7  

Y8 

Hammersmith 

Academy 

Home 

  

Mr French 

Mr Jennings 

Ms Paine 

Mr Crawford 

Mr Lima 

Mr King 

1600 

29/04/15 Cricket Y7 Ernst Bevlin Away Mr French 1400 

29/04/15 Athletics Y9/Y10 
Hammersmith 

Academy 
Home 

Mr Jennings 

Mr Thornton 

Mr King 

Ms Paine 

Mr Lima 

1600 

30/04/15 Rounders Y11 
Hammersmith and 

Fulham Schools 
Away 

Ms Paine 

Ms Aitken 
1330 

30/04/15 Football Y8 
Westminster 

Academy 
West Way Mr Lima 1700 

NEXT WEEK’S SPORT’S FIXTURES 
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HOUSE LEAGUE TABLE 

Pos House Points 

1st Philippians 1830 

2nd Colossians 1805 

3rd  Ephesians 1785 

4th  Romans 1770 

5th  Galatians 1635 

6th Corinthians 1600 

Commencing Competition Year Group 

Monday 30th April Album Cover Design Year 9 

Weds 13th May Dance Competition All Years 

Tues 9th June MFL Spelling Bee Year 9 

June – July Media: Create your own campaign Year 10 

Friday 10th July Sports Day All KS3 

Upcoming House Competitions 
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Adjective 
 1. Having the same or nearly the same 

relationship.  
 2.Accompanying  another:  a  high  corporate

 position  and  its corresponding  problems.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S THEME 
BELONGING 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

John 10:14 
Jesus said “I am the good shepherd; I know 
my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as 

my Father knows me and I know the 
Father.” 
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NEXT WEEK’S DIARY 

WORD OF THE WEEK 
CORRESPONDING 
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  Next week’s diary & examinations Teachers 

Monday 

27.04.15 

MFL Speaking Assessments and Exams till Thursday WIA 

Y11 Year Assembly in the Main Hall AKE 

Y12/13 SLT Assembly in the Potter Theatre RIB 

Literacy Squad  8.35 – 9.00  F016 HNY 

PSHCE Drop Down – Periods 1 – 3 (See arrangements below) AST 

  

Tuesday 

28.04.15 

  

Y10 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre AKN 

Y7/8 SLT Assembly in the Main Hall RIB 

Y11 GCSE PE Internal Moderation – all day FCH 

Step into Dance 19.00 – 20.30 FIS 

KS5 Oxbridge Project GRN 

Y7 Prep till 16.25 Y7 Tutors 

 Wednesday 

29.04.15 

Y12 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre GOH 

Y7 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall BRI 

Y9 SLT Assembly in the Main Hall RIB 

Thursday 

30.04.15 

Y8 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall CRA 

Y10 SLT Assembly in the Main Hall RIB 

Most Able Students Assembly in the Burlington Atrium GRN 

Spellings 15.30 – 15.50 All Tutors 

Friday 

01.05.15 

Y9 Year Assembly in the Sports Hall CLE 

Y13 Year Assembly in the Potter Theatre JEN 

Y9 Anti-Crime Workshop – Periods 4 & 5 WSN 

Y11 English mock exam - PM PRT 

Franklin Scholars Training Session – Periods 6 & 7 FIS 

Saturday 02.05.15 

Sunday 

03.05.15 

Monday 

04.05.15 

 BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND   


