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AN ACADEMY FIRST:  
STUDENT OFFERED PLACE 
AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We received  some  excellent  new  last week  
Friday when  we  were  informed  that  Daniel  
Ayane , one  of  our  Year  13 students,  had  
made  BDA history by  becoming  the  first 
student  to  gain  a  place  at  one  of  the  top  
Ivy League  institutions  in the  world  ð Harvard  
University! 

We caught  up  with  Daniel  to  talk  about  his 
achievement : 

Daniel,  fantastic  news  and  congratulations!  
How did  you  and  your  family  feel  when  you  
were  made  the  offer?  

So happy,  honestly!  My family  were  too  
because  they  provided  quite  a  bit  of  
financial  aid . Also the  university  is so great,  
so of  course,  they  were  really  pleased  for 
me . 

How did  you  go  about  applying  to such  a 
prestigious  institution?   

Initially  I wanted  to  apply  to  places  in 
America  to  broaden  my  choices,  and  
through  BDA, I was  put  into   contact  with  a  
company  called  A List Education . They help  

state -school  children  get  into  the  States in 

order  to  pursue  a  career  or to  study . 

Why America?  

I really  wanted  to  go  to  America  because  
everything  is bigger!  And  particularly,  for 
the  career  Iõm chasing  in engineering,  the  
salary  is significantly  higher  over  there . For 
instance,  the  salary for someone  in my  field  
in the  UK doesnõt really  exceed  £60k per  
year,  whereas  in the  States, I could  be  
earning  up  to  £200k! I think  Iõd also be  
suited  to  the  fast -paced  lifestyle  over  there . 

What  was the  application  process  like  and  
what  did  it entail?  

The process  is very  long!  In fact,  Iõd say the  
process  was  equivalent  to  doing  an  extra  
A-Level  as you  have  to  dedicate  so much  
to  it. You have  to  do  an  exam,  which  youõre 
only  given  3 opportunities  to  pass. Luckily I 
did  well  enough  to  be  accepted .  

I also had  to  write  essays which  were  about  
500 words  long  and  complete  a  personal  
statement . The whole  process  takes  about  

a  year  to  complete,  but  with  the  help  
around  me,  I completed  it in about  6 
months . It was  intense  and  also quite  an  
expensive  process  which  costs in the  
thousands  at  least . 

Where  there  any  funding  schemes  
available  to assist with  your  application?  

Thereõs a programme  called  the  Ark 
Scholars Programme  which  basically  paid  
for  the  application . They will be  running  the  
scheme  again  this year . 
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What  other  universities  did  you  apply  for? 
 
I applied  to  about  12 Universities; 
Imperial,  Cambridge,  Bristol, Bath,  Brunel 

and  in America,  it was  MIT, Harvard,  
Colombia,  Princeton,  Johns Hopkins,  
Colorado  Boulder . I was  offered  a  place  at  
Johns Hopkins and  Colorado  Boulder .  
Unfortunately,  the  other  Ivy League  
Universities  did  not  consider  me,  but  I donõt 
mind  because  Iõve now  been  offered  a  
place  at  the  best ! 
 
So how  do  you  feel  about  relocating  and  
settling  in a new  country ? 
 
Iõve been  to  America  three  times  now,  so I 
know  a  little  of  what  to  expect . For me,  itõs 
like being  in the  UK, but  on  a  bigger  scale . I 
think  thatõs the  best  way  to  summarise  it. 
There are  students  who  go  from  places  like 
Somalia  to  Harvard,  and  I feel  their  change  
would  be  much  bigger  than  mine,  so I donõt 
think  my  change  would  be  that  drastic . 
Also, Iõve already  met  a  couple  of  people  
from  Facebook  who  are  going  there . 
 
That all  sounds  exciting,  but  now  you  have  
youõre A-Levels around  the  corner  ð what  
grades  are  you  expected  to achieve  in 
order  to  secure  your  offer ? 
 
Itõs not  really  like the  typical  process  of  
securing  a  specific  set of  grades . The 
condition  for  accepting  your  offer  is that  
your  grades  donõt drop  significantly . Thereõs 
no  minimal  grade  per  se ð Iõd describe  it as 
òa very  loose  conditional  offeró. As long  as I 
donõt drop  from  3 A*s to  3 Cs, I should  be  
fine . 
 

Weõre confident  you  will  be  fine . So what  
would  you  specialise  in, and  where  do  you  
see yourself  afterwards?  
 

Itõs going  to  be  engineering,  and  then  Iõd 
want  to  pursue  a  Masters  degree  
afterwards  hopefully  at  MIT, which  just so 
happens  to  be  down  the  road  from  
Harvard . Iõd love  to  work  for  NASA or Boeing  
specialising  in Aerospace  engineering . 
 
Are  you  going  to miss BDA? Being  in the  UK? 
 
[laughs]  Thereõs always  Skype! 
 
Who would  you  like  to give  thanks  to for 
coming  this far? 
 
Everyone  who  works at  A List and  everyone  
at  BDA. If I could  name  a  few ; Mr Whitlock,  
Mr Lawrence,  Mr Mapia,  Mr G. From A-List, 
thereõs Charlotte,  Ed, Anita éthere  are  too  
many  people . Itõs takes  a  lot  of  man  power  
to  bring  something  like this about . 
 
If you  could  say  one  thing  to all  of them  
collectively,  what  would  it be ? 
 
The obvious  thing  to  say would  be  Thank 
You. I donõt want  to  say something  clichéd,  
but,  my  life is different  because  of  you . It 
sounds really  clichéd  and  cheesy  but  itõs 
the  truth . Iõm very  grateful . 
 
We hope  Danielõs story serves an  inspiration  
to  all, and  shows that  with  hard  work  and  
dedication,  anything  is possible . We wish 
him  all  the  best  in his upcoming  
examinations  and  all future  endeavours  
after  BDA. 
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Ark Award Bursaries to 
Sixth Form Students  

This year,  Heads  of  Sixth Forms were  invited  
to  select  up  to  18 students  to  apply  for  the  
bursary  programme  in a  combined  

application  process  with  the  Reuben  
Scholarship,  Marshall  Wace  and  Driver 
Youth  Trust bursaries. There were  five  
different  types  of  bursaries and  each  had  
slightly different  eligibility  criteria . 

 We are  therefore  pleased  to  announce  
that  9 of  our  Sixth Form students  were  
awarded  bursaries from  Ark in order  to  assist 
them  through  further  education . 

The process  to  receive  this award  was  a  
very  demanding  one  which  saw them  go  
through  a  rigorous  application  and  

interview  process . 

Congratulations  to  the  following  students  
who  were  successful  in their  application  
and  awarded  bursaries: 
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Pupil Name  Bursary Name  Amount  

Ahmed 
Osman  

Marshall 
Wace 3 year  

£3000 

Inis Hysa 
Marshall 

Wace 3 year  
£3000 

Layla Baldo  
Marshall 

Wace 3 year  
£3000 

Megan 
Wickens  

Marshall 
Wace 3 year  

£3000 

Mohammad 
Hussain 

Marshall 
Wace 3 year  

£3000 

Mohammed 
Allaf  

Marshall 
Wace 3 year  

£3000 

Fanus 
Kibreab  

Marshall 
Wace 1st year  

£3000 

Ondraya 
Morris 

Marshall 
Wace 1st year  

£3000 

Gergely 

Gulyas  

Marshall 

Wace 1st year  
£3000 

ArkBDA Summer 
Timetable 
When  we  return  after  the  half  term  holiday  
we  will return  to  the  ArkBDA Summer  
Timetable  to  support  Year  11, 12 and  
13  exams . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally,  the  ôEatriumõ is now  closed  
until  September ; all  sandwiches  and  ôgrab 
and  go  mealsõ are  being  sold from  the  
main  server in the  Strand  Restaurant .  

 

Lunch  Begins at the normal time of 13:05  

Lunch  End at 13:45  

13:45 -14:30 Period 6  

14:30 ð 15:15 Period 7  

15:15 ð 15:25 Tutor registration (on  Thursdays, registration for Y7 -10 is extended to 
15:35 for the Spelling Programme.  

15:25 Start of the academy extended day programme.  
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YR 9 HISTORY: HOLOCAUST 
HOUSE PROJECT 
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As part  of  the  schoolõs House challenge,  we  
often  get  the  students  involved  in 
competitions  that  not  only  aids  them  in their  
learning  of  a  particular  subject,  but  also 
teaches  them  how  to  work  independently  or 
as part  of  a  team . This week,  Year  9 students  
were  instructed  to  design  a  Holocaust  
memorial  and  hereõs what  one  of  the  
participants  shared  with  us: 

For our history project this term we had to 
design a memorial to remember the 
holocaust and explain why we had 

represented it a certain way. This project 
was allocated 3 weeks and all year 9 classes 

had to complete this for the house 
competition because we were studying the 

tragic events of the Holocaust and how it 
happened.  

For my Holocaust project, I created a 
balloon of freedom to symbolise the 6 

million victims of the Holocaust finally being 
free. I attached words that are associated 
with the plight of the Jews to the tail of the 

balloon so they would float away. I then 
wrote an essay explain why I chose those 8 

words, such as anti -Semitism. 

I really enjoyed doing this project as it made 
me reflect on how lucky I am as I was not 

one of the persecuted children, for no 

reason. Also, it made me sympathise with 
those who survived and can share their 

experiences. This project also taught me to 
always speak for what you believe in 

because you will then have somebody to 
speak for you and stop terrible atrocities like 

this from ever happening again!  

 

By Ceriese  Pinnock -Ferguson,  

9U, Galatians  

 

Ceriese  was  one  of  the  winners  of  the  house  
competition  because  of  her  creativity  and  

thoughtfulness  involved  in her  project . Well 
done  to  all  students  who  took  part .  

Winner: Ceriese  Pinnock -Ferguson of 9U  

Student  House Set 

Aisha Jaaweli  Corinthians  9L 

Saleh Jaway  Romans  9L 

Dyon  Wildman  Romans  9U 

Riannah  Audain  Corinthians  9B 

Paris Boxall Colossians 9B 

Aya  Roomi  Philippians  9R 

Omiyma  El-Ahmadi  Romans  9R 

Runners Up 
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HOUSE LEAGUE TABLE  

Pos House Points 

1st Colossians 2050 

2nd  Romans  2000 

3rd  Philippians  1940 

4th  Ephesians 1860 

5th  Corinthians  1840 

6th Galatians  1845 

Commencing  Competition  Year Group  

Fri 22nd  May  Tug of  War  All Years 

Mon 8 th June  Rounders Competition  All Years 

Tues 9th June  MFL Spelling Bee  Year 9  

June ð July  
Media: C reate your own 

campaign  
Year  10 

Thurs 9th July  Staff Tennis All Staff  

Friday 10 th July  Sports Day  All KS3 

Upcoming House Competitions 
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Years 7 & 8 BMX Club  

From next  half  term  there  will be  a  BMX 
club  starting  on  Fridays between  4 and  5.30 
for  year  7 and  year  8. Bikes, helmets  and  
safety  equipment  are  all  provided,  so 
come  along  for  an  hour  and  half  of  BMX 
fun  with  a  qualified  BMX coach ! 
 
Permission letters   will be  distributed  after  
half  term  - only  one  permission  letter  is 

needed  for attendance  at  the  club  all 
term,  but  no  one  will be  allowed  to  attend  
without  a  permission  slip having  been  
received,  
  
If you  have  any  questions,  please  see Mr. 
Palmer . 
 



Performing Arts:  
Not To Be Missed! 

6 

Newsletter  22nd May 2015 



7 

Clubs and Events Around 
the Academy  
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Itõs the  end  of  another  half  term  already!  
There has been  lots going  on  in the  library  
and  it has been  great  to  see so many  
students  get  involved . Week  one  of  this 
term  was  Shakespeare  Week  with  many  
students  taking  part  in a  big  quiz. We were  
impressed  by  some  brilliant  answers . Next  
term  will see the  return  of  the  schoolõs 

Literacy  Festival so look  out  for  details  soon!   

Lots of  students  have  also been  working  
really  hard  in their  Accelerated  Reader  
Library Lessons. Many  have  been  doing  just 
what  we  ask; borrowing  books,  reading  
them  and  taking  a  quiz. 649 quizzes have  
been  passed  this half  term  and  we  look  
forward  to  seeing  this hard  work  pay  off  
when  students  retake  their  reading  age  
tests next  term .  

When  borrowing  books  and  reading,  it is 
really  important  that  you  are  selecting  

books  that  you  enjoy . If you  love  action  
books,  then  read  action  books . If there  is a  
particular  series you  love,  like CHERUB or 
Numbers,  then  read  that . Enjoying  a  book  
makes  it much  easier  to  keep  going  and  
finish it so you  can  be  borrowing  and  
reading  more  frequently .  

Next  term  we  will be  emailing  your  form  
tutors  so they  can  see who  has been  
regularly  reading  books  and  who  has 
overdue  books . If you  have  an  overdue  
book,  when  your  teacher  shows you  your  
borrowing  record,  please  return  it and  let  us 
know  if it is lost.  

Have  a  great  holiday!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dark Visions trilogy  

By L.J. Smith  

This trilogy  is available  in one  book  in the  
library,  so though  it looks like a  long  read,  it 
takes  no  time  at  all  as you  get  so caught  up  
in the  story.  

Kaitlyn  is beautiful,  feisty and  intelligent  but  
incredibly  unpopular  because  of  the  
rumours  at  school  that  sheõs ôdifferentõ. Kids 
at  her  school  are  afraid  of  her  smoky,  
witchy  eyes, and  her  ability  to  draw  the  
future . When  sheõs given  the  opportunity  to  
learn  to  control  her  powers,  and  meet  other  
teenagers  with  strange  ôgiftsõ in a  special  
scholarship  scheme  sponsored  by  the  
mysterious  Mr Zetes, she jumps  at  the  
chance .  

At  the  mansion  she meets  Anna,  a  serene  
girl who  can  talk  to  animals ; Lewis, an  

excitable  boy  who  can  move  things  with  his 
mind ; Rob,  a  heroic  boy  who  can  heal  
people,  and  Gabriel,  who  can  kill with  his 
psychic  abilities . Though  she soon  falls for 
Rob,  who  is good,  and  gentle,  she is 
strangely  drawn  to  the  dark  and  moody  
Gabriel . 

When  the  group  start  to  work  out  that  all 
that  Mr Zetes promised  them  might  not  be  
as it seems, they  fall  into  an  adventure  that  
spans the  tree  books . Youõll be  desperate  to  
know  how  this story ends,  and  who  Kaitlyn  
ends  up  with!  

 

By Ms Hartnett  
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LIBRARY NEWS  Book Review 
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BDA SPORTS 
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On  Sunday  17th  May,  the  Under  13 Girls 
Football  Team won  their  final  against  
Chelsea  Academy  held  at  QPR Football  
Clubs  Stadium . 

The girls played  with  determination  and  
battled  for  every  ball  showing  great  
teamwork  throughout  the  match . With 
support  from  family  and  friends,  nerves  were  
soon  forgotten  as they  worked  together  
allowing  Zainab  to  score  (leading  to  her  
being  announced  'Player  of  the  match')!  

However,  within  the  final  4 minutes  Chelsea  
equalised  making  it 1-1.  

Hayley  made  some  excellent  saves to  keep  
us in the  game  while  Betty  made  her  
presence  known  to  the  opposition  with  
meaty  challenges  and  tackles .  

The final  whistle  meant  the  game  would  go  
to  penalties  and  went  to  sudden  death  with  
both  teams  cancelling  each  other  out . 
Madeeha  took  her  penalty  with  a  
spectacular  goal  to  win  the  game  for  us 
following  Chelsea  Academy  missing their  

previous  shot!   

Wild celebrations  followed  and  Burlington  
Danes  Under  13s were  crowned  champions  
with  our  Captain  Hannah  Buckley  to  lift the  
trophy .  

 
Special  thanks  to  all  who  came  and  
supported  our  fantastic  team . 

SHE SHOOTS, SHE 
SCORES!  
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Date  Sport 
Year  

Group  
Opposition  Venue  Staff Start 

01/06/15  Cricket  Y7 Holland Park  Astro Mr French  1530 

01/06/15  Cricket  Y9/10 
Hammersmith 

Academy  

BDA Cricket 

Square  
Mr King  1400 

02/06/15  Cricket  Y7 Ernest Bevlin 
BDA Cricket 

Square  
Mr French  1400 

04/06/15  Rounders  Y10 Fulham Cross  Fulham Cross  Miss Paine 1330 

04/06/15  Cricket  Y9/10 London Schools  Harrow  Mr King  0930 

NEXT WEEKôS SPORTôS FIXTURES 

For more updates on sporting activities at the academy, 
visit our BDA sports twitter page: @BDASport  

Hereôs what weôre tweetingé 

BDA SPORTS 
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5 People youõd like to have over for 

dinner:  

Å Bob Dylan  

Å Queen Elizabeth I  

Å David Hockney  

Å Pablo Picasso  

Å My sister 

 

4 books and films youõll never forget: 

Å Treasure Island (Robert Louis Stevenson)  

Å The Call of the Wild (Jack London)  

Å Raiders of the Lost Ark  

Å Withnail  and I  

 

3 foods youõd have for your last meal: 

Å Prawns 

Å Lasagne  

Å Cheese  

 

2 places youõd love to visit: 

Å Machu Picchu  

Å Madagascar  

 

1 day youõll never forget: 

Å The day I got my first home!  

54321é 
GET TO KNOW OUR ART 
TECHNICIAN; MS GREEN  
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