
Ad èle Geras: The Story of 
an Author  

Insightful . This is one  of  the  many  words  I 
would  use to  describe  Adele  Gerasõ talk . 
Through  her  words  and  her  stories, Geras  
inspires you  to  want  to  read,  write  and  
expand  your  imagination . I left  her  talk  this 
past  Thursday with  a  great  urge  to  grab  a  
pen  and  paper ; to  write  down  all the  ideas  I 
thought  were  useless and  interpret  the  world  

through  my  own  unique  perspective . I felt  
truly motivated . 

When  considering  my  favourite  part  of  the  
talk,  Gerasõ story about  her  consistent  
rejection  from  publishers  had  stood  out  to  
me . She began  writing  childrenõs picture  
books  after  the  birth  of  her  first daughter,  
and  for an  Oxford  graduate  in Modern  
Languages,  I would  have  thought  Geras  
would  excel  at  writing  and  become  a  
published  author  very  early  on  in her  life. 
However  this was not  the  case . Geras  sent 
her  work  to  several  publishers  and  was 
rejected  every  time . It was  through  her  
persistent  resilience  and  ôdeep, core  self 
beliefõ, that  I realised  this was the  key  to  
success in anything  you  pursue . She 
believed  in herself  and  her  ability  to  reach  
for  the  stars.  

(Continued in Page 3) 
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House Day  took  place  on  Tuesday  and  it 
was  exciting  to  see all  the  activities  that  

happened  around  the  academy .  

Between  periods  4 ð 7, students  in Key 
Stages  3 and  4 came  together  in true  BDA 
community  spirit to  represent  their  Houses.  

The day  was  an  excellent  representation  of  
team  work  and  saw students  at  their  most  
creative . There were  several  tributes  to  
Black  History Month,  such  as stencil  
creations  of  inspirational  figures  and  various  
paintings  of  flags . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was  also a  pleasure  to  witness staff  
getting  stuck  in with  their  students,  with  Mr 
Crawford  drawing  in on  his inner  Picasso, 
and  Mr Carr -Jones being  the  model  

maestro  with  his enthusiastic  choir  group . 
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HOUSE DAY AT BDA:  
CREATIVITY & COMMUNITY  



5 People youõd like to have over for dinner: 

ÅAkala  ð an  incredible  conscious  rapper,  activist  and  

poet  

ÅLouis Theroux ð a slightly awkward  journalist  who  has 

met  a  lot  of  interesting  people  

ÅMalala  Yousafzai  ð an  inspirational  strong  woman  

who  campaigns  for  equal  education  for  girls in 

Pakistan  

ÅAmy  Winehouse  ð after  seeing  the  film ôAmyõ I would  

like to  bring  her  back  to  life and  chat  to  her  about  

her  addiction,  bulimia  and  her  music  

ÅAngela  Merkel  ð an interesting  prime -minister  as she 

stands  strong  in welcoming  refugees  into  Germany  

4 books and films youõll never forget: 

ÅThe Motor  Cycle  Diaries ð inspired  me  to  travel  and  

be  more  thoughtful  about  politics . Also itõs about  

Che  Guevara  ð everyoneõs teenage  hero!  

ÅAmericanah  by  Chimamanda  Ngozi  Adichie  ð 

although  I am  not  American,  Nigerian  or Black,  I 

related  to  the  questions  around  identity  and  not  

fitting  into  a  racial  category . 

ÅThis Earth of  Mankind  by  Pramoedya  Ananta  Toer ð 

set in colonial  Indonesia,  insightful  and  moving  and  

so beautifully  written  

ÅEternal  Sunshine of  the  Spotless Mind  ð Michel  

Gondry  at  his best  ð witty,  imaginative,  daring . 

3 foods youõd have for your last meal: 

ÅBurger and Chips from one of those over-priced 

trendy places with lots of mustard and ketchup  

ÅChicken or Lamb Shawarma from Edgware Road 

ÅSushi from Araki-ya  ð delicious and cheap  

2 places youõd love to visit: 

ÅI would like to go back to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil ð 

the most beautiful place in the world  

ÅI have always been intrigued by Russia as an 

unknown place . 

1 day youõll never forget: 

ÅDancing  in an  eagleõs cage  at  an  art  festival  in 

Indonesia  

54321é 
GET TO KNOW OUR HEAD OF ART, MS 
SHAH 
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We, as humans,  are  programmed  to  find  
solutions to  most,  if not  all, of  the  
overwhelming  problems  life throws  at  us, no  
matter  how  simple  or complicated . If I am  
late  to  school  one  morning,  I know  that  I 
should  simply  wake  up  earlier  the  next  
morning  so the  same  mistake  does  not  

occur  twice .  

But what  happens  when  we  are  asked  to  
solve  the  problem  of  immense  poverty?  Or 
the  exponential  growth  of  our  population?   
Or even  the  rapidly  increasing  issue of  
global  warming?  This is when  we  as a  
society  run into  even  more  problems .  

These are  the  types  of  issues a  group  of  my  
peers  and  I tried  to  tackle  with  the  aid  of  
ARK governor  Ken Bromfield,  who  kindly  
presented  the  Malthus  seminar  on  

Wednesday  30th September . 
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Other  highlights  that  took  place  around  the  
academy  involved ; Tudor  house  making,  
chocolate  brownie  baking , and  a  steels 
pan  ensemble!  
 
A big  well  done  goes  to  all  students  and  
staff  that  were  only  to  keen  to  represent  
their  Houses. We look  forward  to  some  more  
displays  of  team  work  in the  near  future!  

I think  this is an  immense  thing  to  take  away  
from  Gerasõ talk  because  people  often  
underestimate  the  significance  of  self belief . 
If there  is anything  I think  I have  learnt  from  
her,  (consecutive  to  patience),  is that  you  
are  the  only  person  that  holds  the  key  to  
prosper  and  accomplish  your  goals . 

Adele  also gave  us an  opportunity  to  answer  
some  of  our  questions : 

Q: How  did  you  transition  from  childrenôs 
writing  to  adult?  

A: Purely by  accident!  The same  way  I got  
into  childrenõs writing . I had  got  an  email  
from  my  agent  with  proposition  from  a  
publisher  to  write  an  adults  novel . I 
remember  they  wanted  something  big,  a  
completely  new  and  original  idea .  

I was  in the  middle  of  writing  Dido,  the  last in 
my  young  adultõs novels,  when  I came  up  
with  a  story line for  this book . I view  myself  as 
a  person  who  is eager  to  immediately  start  
on  a  story as soon  a  fresh idea  comes  into  

mind . Whatever  Iõm working  on  becomes  
boring  compared  to  the  prospect  of  this 
new  book . And  so I wrote  about  87 pages  
and  sent it off . That was  the  beginning  a  
new  chapter  of  my  life. 

Q: how  do  you  overcome  writers  block?  

A: Itõs just like homework,  you  just have  to  sit 
down  and  start  writing  no  matter  how  bad  
you  think  your  idea  eventually  you  come  up  
with  something  good . 

By Fowsiyo Kadiye 13La & Samia Yusuf 13No 
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A Seminar About The 
Future  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The great  thing  about  our  seminar  was  that  
there  were  no  pens  or papers . We didnõt 
have  to  listen to  one  person  talk  at  us for 
two  hours mindlessly  writing  down  notes  for 
the  sake of  it.  We were  given  the  facts  and  
asked  to  solve  the  problem  at  hand .  

Ken gave  us a  valuable  insight  into  
university  life and  the  way  tutorials  work . 
Instead  of  learning  from  a  presentation  we  
were  able  to  learn  from  each  otherõs 

research  and  opinions ; to  argue,  agree  and  
analyse . Together,  in that  room,  we  came  a  
step,  however  minute,  closer  to  maybe  
finding  a  solution  to  the  problems  above .   

We, as humans,  are  programmed  to  find  
solutions to  most,  if not  all, of  the  
overwhelming  problems  life throws  at  us, no  
matter  how  simple  or complicated . If I am  
late  to  school  one  morning,  I know  that  I 
should  simply  wake  up  earlier  the  next  
morning  so the  same  mistake  does  not  
occur  twice .  

But what  happens  when  we  are  asked  to  
solve  the  problem  of  immense  poverty?  Or 
the  exponential  growth  of  our  population?   
Or even  the  rapidly  increasing  issue of  
global  warming?  This is when  we  as a  
society  run into  even  more  problems .  

These are  the  types  of  issues a  group  of  my  
peers  and  I tried  to  tackle  with  the  aid  of  
ARK governor  Ken Bromfield,  who  kindly  
presented  the  Malthus  seminar  on  
Wednesday  30th September . 
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there  were  no  pens  or papers . We didnõt 
have  to  listen to  one  person  talk  at  us for 
two  hours mindlessly  writing  down  notes  for 
the  sake of  it.  We were  given  the  facts  and  
asked  to  solve  the  problem  at  hand .  

Ken gave  us a  valuable  insight  into  
university  life and  the  way  tutorials  work . 
Instead  of  learning  from  a  presentation  we  

were  able  to  learn  from  each  otherõs 
research  and  opinions ; to  argue,  agree  and  
analyse . Together,  in that  room,  we  came  a  
step,  however  minute,  closer  to  maybe  
finding  a  solution  to  the  problems  above .   

English economist  Malthus  is best  known  for  
his hugely  influential  theories  on  population  
growth . He argued  that  our  ever  increasing  
population  would  eventually  prevent  the  
ability  of  the  world  to  feed  itself. He based  
this conclusion  on  his theory  that  
populations  will expand  in such  a  way  as to  
overtake  the  development  of  sufficient  

land  for crops . Armed  with  this information  
our  group  was  split into  four  ôthink tanksõ, 
three  representing  fictional  countries  
resembling  countries  we  know,  and  one  
group  acting  as the  United  Nations . Each  
think  tankõs task was  to  come  up  with  the  
two  most  important  issues that  we  should  
deal  with,  given  our  role . 

What  unfolded  was  fascinating . We noticed  
was  that  no  matter  how  developed  a  
country  was,  increasing  population  was  a  
problem . For a  country  like England,  
represented  by  Havemoreland,  even  

though  they  had  the  one  of  the  best  
economies,  what  they  lacked  was  space . 
Space  for  the  natural  growth  of  their  
population  and  on  top  of  that  refugees  
from  war -torn  countries . The word  finite  was 
an  important  part  of  their  argument . The 
truth  was  that  money  was  not  the  solution  
for  Havemoreland  because  space  was 
finite  and  would  eventually  diminish  
Havemorelandõs ability  to  house  their  
population . So Havemoreland  decided  that  
space  for people  was  there  most  significant  
problem . 
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Another  key  idea  linked  with  the  ôfiniteõ 
concept  was  energy . It was  fine  for 
countries  (especially  those  less developed  
and  more  poverty  ridden)  to  say they  
would  tackle  poverty,  education  or 
corruption . But what  was  important  was 
that  they  all  wanted  to  improve  peopleõs 
income  and  the  countryõs economic  status. 

 But what  would  that  do?  If all  countries  
became  as developed  as Havemoreland  
they  would  need  to  consume  as much  
energy  as that  country . This would  mean  
that  global  finite  energy  consumption  
would  increase,  leading  to  an  increase  in 
global  warming,  in turn  speeding  up  the  
rising sea levels causing  countries  such  as 
Havemoreland  to  lose land . And  so where  
do  we  get  the  space  needed  for  homes?  

As we  can  see, if we  solve  one  problem  we  
worsen  another . 

By the  end  of  a  very  quick  two  hours, we  
had,  as a  representation  of  the  world,  dug  
ourselves  deeper  into  a  problem . What  we  
could  see was  that  Malthusõ theory  was  still 
relevant  even  now  and  that  we,  as a  
bunch  of  teenagers,  could  not  even  come  
close  to  finding  a  solution  to  the  arguable  
problem  of  population  growth . 

 

 

By Fowsiyo Kadiye 13La  
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This is a  wonderful  opportunity  for 
enthusiastic,  bright  students  in Yr12 who  are  
interested  in studying  law . 

In a  nutshell  this is an  outreach/widening  
participation  programme  so applicants  
have  to  meet  certain  restricted  opportunity  
criteria .  They must  have  shown  an  interest  
in Law  and  been  awarded  mostly  A*-B  

 

grades  at  GCSE.  Students  are  required  to  
complete  an  application  form  
(downloadable  from  website)  which  
includes  a  personal  statement,  parental  
consent  and  teacher  reference .   

More  details  can  be  found  on  the  website  
www .lse.ac .uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw  

 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw
http://www.lse.ac.uk/alisonwetherfieldlaw


7 

CAREERS 

Newsletter  9th October 2015 



8 

Newsletter  9th October 2015 

BDA ART 


