
On Thursday the 27th of May, Burlington
Danes Academy welcomed a Syrian
refugee by the name of Thaer Batal who
come speak to us and answer questions
about his experiences escaping the terrors
of the Syrian Civil War, which till this day, is
still ongoing .

After his home was bombed, Thaer fled
Syria searching for a safer life. What ensued
was a terrifying journey across Europe, and
months in the ôCalaisJungleõ,before
eventually making it to the UK, where he is
currently studying in search of a stable
future .

His speech was moving, expressing to us
(the pupils) his arduous and dangerous
journey, sailing across the sea on a 7-man
boat, with over 20 passengers, his months
surviving in the Calais Jungle, and his
attempts at Asylum, where he lived with
four other asylum seekers in a leaking house
in Newcastle on 35 pounds a week .

He also went on to explain to us his
understanding of why the Civil War in Syria
had broken out, and his beliefs of how the
issues could ultimately be resolved . Once
his speech had been completed, we were
permitted to ask questions about Thaerõs

experiences in and out of the UK, and
understand his perspective into why Syria is
currently in a state of war .

He explained that Syria, once one of the
more civil and peaceful of the middle -
eastern countries, was placed under severe
dictatorship from the President Bashar Al-
Asad . The peace that existed there was a
result of compliance with and to the
governmental authority .

Those who would oppose legislation, or
speak out against the dictator, would swiftly
be ôsilencedõ,and never heard of again . In
fact, this was the case with Thaerõsfather,
who was imprisoned and tortured for over 2
months, before eventually being released
by the Syrian Liberation Army after the
prison was overrun .

He expressed that after those months, ôI
could hardly recognise my fatherõ,referring
to the aftermath of the torture he had
suffered . Thaer went on to explain how the
secret police were the initial cause of the
Civil War breaking out, after killing pupils for
rising up against the government after their
professor was tortured .
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5 people youõdlike to have

over for dinner :

Å Yoda; small and smart, with great 
knowledge (a bit like me!)

Å Muhammad Ali; an inspiration and 
fabulous wit!

Å Neil Armstrong (astronaut.. so much to 
ask)

Å My parents 

Å Mr Reid and Mr Prasad (we can eat.. A 
LOT.. and we do! You just have to pop by 
DP13 to see !)

4 books and films youõllnever

forget :

Å Jane Eyre 

Å Gladiator

Å 5 People You Meet in Heaven

Å Star Wars!

3 foods youõdhave for your

last meal :

Å Ice Cream and Waffle

Å Chicken Biriyani

Å Nasi Goreng Kampong 

2 places youõdlove to visit:

Å Japan; a country that combines history, 
tech, ancient traditions yet so advanced.

Å India; itõs got palaces, amazing food, 22 
languages, regional differences in customs 
and food, sunshineé so much to explore

1 day youõllnever forget :

Å My first parachute jump, on a cold
February day (Iõmscared of heights and
hate the cold)
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5 People youõd like to have over 

for dinner:

ÅJessica Lange (Actress)

ÅSarah Paulson (Actress)

ÅYabin Wang (Dancer)

ÅTamara Rojo (Dancer)

ÅSevdaliza (Singer)

4 books and films youõll never 
forget :

ÅInferno

ÅDonõtBreathe

ÅZom-B

ÅZombieland

3 foods youõd have for your last 

meal:

ÅPizza

ÅChicken

ÅAvocado

2 of your favourite teachers:

ÅMs Robson ðsheõsfun and understanding

ÅMs Yates ðsheõsa barrel of laughs

1 day at school youõllnever

forget :

ÅFirstday of school
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The peaceful protests that erupted as a
result, he claimed, ôweremanipulated by
the governmentõ,supplying the peaceful
protestors with weaponry to òprotect
themselvesó,before deeming them terrorists
and wiping them out . This acted as a
catalyst to the anger within the people
which led to the uprising on the 15th of
March 2011.

He went on to say the since then, the war

has developed greatly, with the inclusion of
Chinese, Iranian, Russian and American
forces within the war, to mention only a
few . Their own national agendas are to
benefit from the war in some way, may it
be through the selling of weaponry, or
taking land, or even the spreading of
Ideological beliefs . Thaer claims that Syrian
land was highly desirable due to its
sustainable production, hence this
seemingly subtle invasion by many
countries and extremist groups .

Questions were also raised on his
experiences on applying for asylum and
continued education in the UK. For months
he lived in a small flat, with a leaking
ceiling, along with four other asylum
seekers, living on only 35 pounds a week .
He explained the difficulties he had with
understanding the accents and language ,
and how this placed him in a very
disadvantaged position . He was almost
refused the opportunity to continue

education due to failing a language test by
only 0.5 percent, but thankfully Westminster
University gave him a place to study
Computer Science anyway .

Needless to say, the story we had heard,
and images we had been shown, brought
some of us to tears . However, it is important
to recognise that Thaer, all things
considered, was one of the lucky ones, who
were capable of escaping, in comparison

to the over 470,000 that had died by April of
2016, and the tens of thousands more that
have died since .

Despite all this, the horrors he had
experienced in Syria, the difficulties of
arriving to the UK, the Calais Jungle, and
much more, what was truly admirable and
rather heart -rending, was that Thaer
concluded by saying that he wanted to
return to Syria once the war was over, and
help rebuild the country along with his
family and friends .

On the behalf on the School and on a
personal note, I would like to reach out and
thank Thaer Batal for speaking to us and
raising awareness about the crisis in Syria. I
myself am of Syrian heritage, Aleppo to be
precise, and therefore am endlessly grateful
to Thaer for his spreading of the word and
wish him all the best in his future
endeavours .

By Muhammad Sabbagh of 12 Lancaster
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Good afternoon everyone,

Thisweek Tuesday, we took a team of year
7s to compete in the CWIZZ literacy
competition . We competed alongside 12
other teams from different schools and
worked together to answer a series of
questions on literature . We also got to meet
some amazingly talented authors and even
got to hear readings from some of their
books!

We did not get to take home the trophy this
year, but we did win an author visit for the
school from the amazing Sara Grant! Sara is
the author of the Magic Trix series, the
Chasing Danger series, the YA novel Dark
Parties and a dark dystopian novel called
Half Lives. So we would like to say a huge
thank you and congratulations to the
following students in 7B for their amazing
efforts and excellent team work :

Å Fardowsa Hersi

Å Yaseen Ahmed

Å Nadira Sulub

Å Dina Elawed

Book review: Crongton Knights by Alex 
Wheatle

Crongton Knights is the powerful sequel to
Liccle Bit. The book is fast paced and funny,
yet manages to deal with some tough
topics such as violence, grief and friendship
alongside the harsh reality of gangs .

Living on the South Crongton council estate
has its worries - and life for McKay has been
even tougher since his mum died . His dad
has been working all hours to keep the
bailiffs from their door and his brother is
always out riding the streets at night,
tempting trouble .

Now, having strayed off his turf on a 'heroic'
(if misguided) mission to help out a girl,
McKay finds himself facing a friend's crazy
ex-boyfriend, some power -tripping hood -
rats and a notoriously violent gangster with
a vendetta which hits too close to home .
He never asked for trouble é But during one
madcap night of adventure and danger,
he will find out who his true friends are and
what it means to stick with your family .

Ms Moore
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Sport Opposition Year Date Time Location Staff

Athletics Various 7-10 08.05.17
9.00  ð

16.00
Away JEN

Cricket
Hammersmith 

Academy
7 08.05.17 16.00 BDA PRS

Rugby 7õsVarious 7/8 10.05.17
11.00 ð

15.00
BDA THO

Rounders
Hammersmith 

Academy
7/8 10.05.17 16.00 BDA SHW
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SPORTS

NEXT WEEKôS SPORTS FIXTURES

For more updates on sporting activities at the academy, visit our BDA 
sports twitter page: @BDASport
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