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What subjects do students take?

CORE

Â Maths, English, Science, RE, PE

EBACC

Â History, Geography, Spanish and Latin

OPTIONS

Â Graphics, Drama, Media Studies, Computing, PE, Art, 
Construction, Business, Child Development, Catering, Drama, 
Economics, Music.



Our Focus

ÂOne of our priorities is to ensure that students gain 
Maths and English and at least three other GCSEs.

Â The other is to ensure students who are following an 
Ebacc pathway or a Vocational pathway achieve all 
of their GCSEs at grade C or above or achieve a Pass, 
Merit or Distinction if taking a BTEC.

ÂWhy?

Â This is the key to further education.



Typical results at GCSE level 
mean...
Â All A/A* - Access to medicine and or Russell group universities.

Â A/A* grades in a GCSE subject ςcapable of getting an A grade 
at AS Level

Â All A/B grades ςAccess to four AS courses in academic 
subjects and Vocational courses.

Â All A/B/C grades including higher grades in chosen subjects ς
access to four AS courses and Vocational courses.

Â 5 Grades A-C including Maths and English ςAccess to a 
Vocational courses and one AS subject



Changes in GCSEs

Â Government decides the curriculum to be taught in 
maintained schools.

Â Ofqual make sure that the qualifications are the right 
standard and that the qualification system works well.

Â September 2013 saw the first year that GCSEs were examined 
at the end of the 2 year course. (Linear Examinations)

Â September 2015 ςNew English and Maths syllabus with new 
grading criteria.



New grading criteria

September 2015 - 16



Tiering

Â In many subjects, students are placed in sets based 
on their ability.

Â Students in top sets are taught and entered for GCSE 
higher-tier papers.

Â Students who are less able are entered for GCSE 
foundation papers where a grade C/ grade 5 is the 
highest grade achievable.



Assessment

ÂGCSE assessments are based on the assumption that 
everything that should be taught should be assessed.

ÂControlled assessments take place across a range of 
subjects and count towards the final GCSE grade. 
Although the internal controlled assessment is being 
reduced dramatically.



4 ς3 ς2 - 1
ÂThe Key Stage 4 curriculum is broken down into 4 

parts.

Â4 (Year 10 September 2015 ςDecember 2016)

Â3 (Year 10 January 2016 to April 2016)

Â2 (Year 10 April 2016 ςJuly 2016)

Â1 (Year 11 September 2016 ςDecember 2016)

ÂJanuary 2017 ςRevision and preparation for 
examinations.

Examinations from April 2017



The new GCSE English: key 
facts

ü At the end of year 11 your child will have 4 exams; the exams range 
from 1 hour 45 minutes to 2 hours 15 minutes in length

ü 2 English Literature and 2 English Language - everyone does both

ü No tiers 

ü No texts allowed in the exams ςstudents need to learn quotations

ü No Controlled Assessment folders (coursework), so 40% is now no 
longer guaranteed;100% of the final result will depend on the exams 

The exams are muchharder than anything we have ever 
seen before! You will get a number from 1-9 and not a 
grade, so we need to forget about A-C now

http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php
http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php


We are going to give the 
students lotsof practice:

Mock 1: Language Paper 1 Section A only: Thursday 22nd October 
2-3pm 

Mock 2: Language Paper 2 Section A only: Thursday 10th

December2-3pm

Mock 3: Literature Paper 1 Section A: Monday 25th January 2-
3pm

Mock 4: Literature Paper 1 (both sections): Thursday 17th March 
2-4pm

Mock 5: Language Paper 1: Thursday 17th May 2-4pm

Mock 6: Language Paper 2: Wednesday 29th June  (whole school 
exams)

http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php
http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php


Our Expectations:

1. Homework is now more important than ever 
before as a chance to consolidate what is 
learnt in the lesson because no CA = no 
guarantee

2. The more exposure to 19th and 20th century 
texts your child has, the better

3. Attendance and attitude

http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php
http://www.aqa.org.uk/index.php


Linear Maths GCSE Edexcel 

1MA1
Å3 final papers

Å1 Non Calculator ï1hr 30mins, 80marks

Å2 Calculator ï1hr 30mins, 80marks

ÅEach paper counts for 1/3 of the final 

mark

ÅNo coursework

New Mathematics Edexcel Pearson GCSE

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/mathematics-2015.html

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html


Linear Maths GCSE Edexcel 

1MA1
2 tiers

Foundation

Grades 1 ï5 

Higher

Grades 4 ï9 

New Mathematics Edexcel Pearson GCSE

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html


Linear Maths GCSE Edexcel 

1MB01

Topics to be assessed:



Checking progress

Å Exams
Å Assessments will be regular and reliable

Å Pupils must take these seriously, no excuses!

Å Assessments planned every 5 or 6 weeks

Å First assessment mid October

ÅHomework
Å Homework will be set at least once a week

Å Online homework using mymaths.co.uk will enable the pupils to 

receive immediate feedback



Places to get help

Å Intervention classes will be put on for some students

Å Teachers are willing to help during lunchtimes / after 

school

Å http://www.mrgmaths.com/ Online video tutorials

Å http://www.mymaths.co.uk/ Login: Burlington  Password: rectangle

Å Edexcel Past Papers App Download Edexcel Past Papers

http://www.mrgmaths.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/edexcel-past-papers/id553800887?ls=1&mt=8


What else can parents do?

Å Make sure they are fully equipped

ÅScientific Calculators

ÅRevision Guides will be sold later in the 
year

ÅGreen Pen

ÅGeometry set
Å Encourage them to use online sites

Å Make sure they are doing their homework (this 
can be checked on mymaths.co.uk)

Å Use past papers

Å Keep in touch with the class teachers



1. GCSE Timeline

2. Resources

3. Sets in Science

4. Sixth Form requirements

Last yearõs results:

Science A, 1st GCSE: 73%

Additional Science, 2nd GCSE: 69%

Triple Science, 3rd GCSE: 98%

Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

Science at Key Stage 4



Triple

Additional

End of 
Year 10

Mid 
March

Science A

Science A

Additional

Additional

Triple Revision

Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

GCSE Timeline

YEAR 10 YEAR 11

End of 
Year 11

Exams:  All Science GCSEs are linear, so all examinations occur at the end of Year 11.

Revision

EXAMS

EXAMS



Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

KS4 Resources

www.kerboodle.com



Set Subject Revision Guides

Triple 

1 & 2

Biology,

Chemistry &

Physics

3 subjects

Science

Sc1
ScienceA &

Additional Science

Higher Tier

Science 

Sc2, 3, 4

& EB3

Science A & 

Additional Science

Foundation 

Tier

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_biology_revision.book_BAR44
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_biology_revision.book_BAR44
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_chemistry_revision.book_CHR44
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_chemistry_revision.book_CHR44
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_physics_revision.book_PAR46
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_physics_revision.book_PAR46
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_science_additional_revision.book_SQHR45
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_science_additional_revision.book_SQHR45
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_science_additional_revision.book_SQFR45
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_science_additional_revision.book_SQFR45


Triple:

Set Tier
10 Bi/Ch/Ph1 Higher, mixed ability groups

10 Bi/Ch/Ph2 Higher, mixed ability groups

Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

Key Stage 4 Science Sets



Additional:

Set Tier
10 Sc 1 Higher

10 Sc 2 Foundation (Higher exceptions)

10 Sc 3 Foundation

10 Sc4 Foundation

10 EB3 Foundation

Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

Key Stage 4 Science Sets



Triple Science: 

Students must achieve a minimum of a grade B to take the course.

Additional Science: Students must achieve a grade A in the examined modules for 

their chosen subject, excluding coursework.

These requirements are due to the gap between the AS subject matter and the 

content studied in the GCSE courses.

Ark Burlington Danes Academy Science Faculty

Post-16: progressing to A -level

Triple

Additional

Science A

Science A

Additional

Additional

Triple Revision

YEAR 10 YEAR 11

Revision

EXAMS

EXAMS



ÅReligions
- Christianity & Islam (8 Moral Issues)
ÅSets
- Band 1 (1-3), Band 2 (4-7)
ÅExams
- No coursework.  Two exams, end of Year 11
ÅSchedule
- Catch-up work
Å²ƘƛǘƭƻŎƪΩǎ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ
- www.whitlockswisdom.co.uk

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=religious+education+faculty+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=OiC8o6Rl1bX2UM&tbnid=VlbTgzrUC3W1dM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://as.vanderbilt.edu/religiousstudies/&ei=xC0kVInYA4LvaKfMgKgO&bvm=bv.76247554,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEebcYU4lYKE12v9U4z203LZZDTxA&ust=1411742546662673
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=religious+education+faculty+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=OiC8o6Rl1bX2UM&tbnid=VlbTgzrUC3W1dM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://as.vanderbilt.edu/religiousstudies/&ei=xC0kVInYA4LvaKfMgKgO&bvm=bv.76247554,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEebcYU4lYKE12v9U4z203LZZDTxA&ust=1411742546662673
http://www.whitlockswisdom.co.uk/


GCSE Geography

ÅWJEC Syllabus B 

ÅThere are 3 Units
ïUnit 1 & 2 Exam (75%) ςtaken at end of Yr11.

ïUnit 3 ςControlled assessment (25%). Involves a 
compulsory fieldtrip. Task is set by exam board.

ÅIn Year 10 we study
ïTheme 1:Challenges of Living in a Built Environment

ïTheme 2:Physical Processes & Relationships between 
People and Environments

ÅEvery lesson counts, keep on top of homework 
and classwork for revision.



GCSE French

There are 4 different skills :

- Reading (20%)

- Listening (20%)

- Speaking (30%)

- Writing (30%)

4 different themes:

- Holidays and travel

- Healthy living

- School and work

- Society

Exam: 

Summer 2017

2 x speaking exams 

and 2 x writing exams 

in Year 10.

Your first exam will 

be a writing exam 

in December. You 
will get a letter sent 

home about this.

You can do a 

mix of 

foundation / 

higher!



GCSE French

Å60% of your grade will be decided in Year 10 ðyou 

must ensure that you make French a priority

ÅFor the speaking and listening exams you get the 

questions 2 weeks in advance. They are based on what 

youõve done in class. Use the work your teacher has 

marked to help you prepare!

ÅThere will be a breakfast club for speaking in the weeks 

leading up to speaking exams: students who attend this 

get on average 1 grade better.



Year 10 History 
be GCSE ready! 

In year 10, every history lesson counts!

There are 3 exam modules and a 
coursework module:

Year 10 ςWeimar and Nazi Germany 
EXAM

Year 10 ςRussian Revolution EXAM

Year 10 ς20 mark CWK
Year 11 ςUSA 1929-2000 EXAM

Year 11 ς30 mark CWK

Keep on top of homework and classwork for 
ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 
Ǝƻŀƭ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9ΩǎΣ ƛƴ ȅǊммΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

Be organised!
Buy a revision 

guide from school 
for £5 with every 
exam topic in to 
help you through 

year 10



Year 11 History 
be GCSE ready! 

In year 11, every history lesson counts!
There are 3 exam modules and a coursework module:
Year 10 ςWeimar and Nazi Germany EXAM:ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
keep revising, this will be your December mock exam.
Year 10 ςRussian Revolution EXAM: every Tuesday learn exactly 
how to do well in this module, attend intervention club.
Year 10 ς20 mark CWK ςDo you need to complete? Tuesday 29 
September. Be on top of your own success.
Year 11 ςUSA 1929-2000 EXAM ςThis will be taught until Feb half term
Year 11 ς30 mark CWK ςYou will sit this on Tuesday 24 November 
prepared and planned for this important date
Revision ςthis is a lot of content knowledge and skills to learn, be 
smart, revise at home and take control of your learning.

YŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9ΩǎΣ aŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

Be organised.
Buy a revision 

guide from 
school for £5 

with every exam 
topic covered.



aŀȄƛƳƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎΦ

Â Aim for 100% attendance.

Â Minor ailments should not result in days off 
school.

Â Make sure that all holidays are taken out side 
of term time.

Â Aim for 100% punctuality.

How Can You Help?

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uexpressit.com/PERFECT-ATTENDANCE-BLUE_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uexpressit.com/custom_samples.htm&h=585&w=720&sz=237&hl=en&start=58&um=1&usg=__Jq5qive8SZP55Ye7xw5DZGt444c=&tbnid=WEErcB9Y1We4DM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dattendance%26start%3D40%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uexpressit.com/PERFECT-ATTENDANCE-BLUE_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uexpressit.com/custom_samples.htm&h=585&w=720&sz=237&hl=en&start=58&um=1&usg=__Jq5qive8SZP55Ye7xw5DZGt444c=&tbnid=WEErcB9Y1We4DM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dattendance%26start%3D40%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN


How Can You Help?

Students do best when they have a secure learning

environment at home.

ÂA quiet room, perhaps a bedroom.

ÂWarm and well-lit.

ÂTelevision off.

ÂMusic with lyrics off.



Average Earnings in England by Highest 
Qualification
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Aims of the Pastoral System

Â To enable students to fulfil their potential by focusing on 
the child as a whole.

Â To develop the emotional intelligence of students.

Â To create a safe and caring environment in which students 
feel valued as individuals, with tailored learning plans.



Attendance and Punctuality

ÂAim for 100%

ÂBe on time, every time 

ÂDid you know that the learning time missed for 
students with 90%attendance is the equivalent 
of:

Â½ day a week

ÂOver 1 week per term

Â4 weeks per year

Â8 weeks from a 2 year GCSE course

FINES are being issued!



Burlington Danes

Attendance Groups

GREEN: Expected Attendance 

YELLOW: Risk of 
Underachievement

AMBER: Serious Risk of 
Underachievement

PINK: Severe Risk of 
Underachievement

RED: Extreme Concern



Impact on attainment 

Attendance of 96% or above (11 days)
82% achieved 5 A* -C including English and Mathematics 

Attendance of 94% or above
62% achieved 5 A* -C including English and Mathematics 

Attendance of 90% or above (18 days)
52% achieved 5 A* -C including English and Mathematics 

Attendance of 80% or above (36 days)
36%achieved 5 A* -C including English and Mathematics 

Attendance of 70% or above
18%achieved 5 A* -C including English and Mathematics 



Class Work

Â Maximum effort in all 
lessons.

Â Work to challenging target 
levels.

Â Well presented work.

Â Positive contribution to 
lessons.

Â Complete all homework 
and revision to the best 
possible standard.

Â Ask for help with difficult 
topics.

Â Use homework/catch-
up/revision classes.

Independent Work



Life


