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Cherri  Noel,  Y9, was  lucky  enough  to  enjoy  a  once -

in-a -lifetime  visit to  Buckingham  Palace  for  the  

launch  of  Prince  Charlesõs Step  Up To Serve 

campaign  yesterday . 

 

Hosted  by  the  prince  and  attended  by  David  

Cameron,  Nick  Clegg  and  Ed Miliband , the  special  

event  saw  all  three  major  political  party  leaders  

pledge  their  support  for  the  initiative . The campaign  

aims to  see the  number  of  young  people  engaging  

in activities  to  help  their  local  communi ties  doubled  

to  over  50% by  2020. 

 

After  being  ushered  through  the  gates  of  St Jamesõs 

Palace  and  piled  into  coaches  with  other  young  

people  chosen  to  attend  the  event  as recognition  of  

their  services  to  others,  Cherri  and  Mr Cooke  (her  

fortunate  chaperon,  who  stepped  in for  Dame  Sally 

at  the  last minute)  were  driven  into  the  courtyard  of  

the  Queenõs residence .  

 

Following  a picture  with  Prince  Charles,  David  

Cameron,  Nick  Clegg  and  Ed Miliband  on  the  stairs 

of  Buckingham  Palace,  Cherri  was  chosen  to  join 

them  on  stage  as they  delivered  their  speeches . 

 

Cherri  said : òIt was  a  great  experience  and  I felt  very  

privileged  to  be  there  to  meet  Prince  Charles  and  

support  such  an  exciting  project .I also  spoke  with  

David  Cameron  and  Ed Miliband . The prime  minister  

said  that  he was  very  impressed  with  my  school .ó 

 

A member  of  her  local  church,  Cherri  has 

volunteered  at  a  care  home  for  the  elderly,  helped  

clean  the  Thames of  litter  and  even  donated  her  

pocket  money  to  the  Philippines  Typhoon  Appeal . 

She also  took  part  in a  sponsored  row  during  last  

yearõs Charity  Week  to  raise money  for  the  schoolõs 

sixth form  trip  to  India,  where  students  spent  a  week  

teaching  children  with  physical  disabilities . 

 

The visit was  unbelievable  experience  that  will live 

long  in the  memories  of  both  Cherri  and  Mr Cooke . 

 

Mr Cooke  said : òCherri was  an  absolute  credit  to  the  

school  and  is a  fantastic  ambassador  for  everything  

that  this project  stands  for .ó 

Well done!  

Y9 Pupil Visits the Palace  



Staff,  students  and  friends  of  Burlington  Danes  

Academy  congregated  in the  Dennis Potter  theatre  on  

Monday  evening  for  a  celebration  of  the  success and  

high -achievement  of  our  pupils . 

 

After  a  reception  of  drinks and  canapés,  everybody  

made  their  way  into  the  theatre  for  a warm  welcome  

from  Dame  Sally before  the  first academic  

presentations  ensued . 

 

Following  prizes for  the  Art and  Design,  Business Studies,  

and  English and  Media  faculties,  Chair  of  Governors  

Lord Stanley  Fink took  to  the  stage  to  deliver  an  

inspiring  address  to  the  audience . Presentations  for  

Humanities,  Languages  and  Maths  followed . 

 

BDAõs strings group  then  performed  a  fantastic  

rendition  of  The Beatlesõ classic  All You Need  is Love,  

ahead  of  awards  for  Physical  Education,  Performing  

Arts, Religious Education  and  Science . Former BDA 

student  Abdul -Quddus  Akinwale  (class of  2012) took   

the  mic  and  spoke  to  the  theatre  about  preparing  for  

life at  university . 

 

The very  successful  evening  concluded  with  additional  

presentations  recognising  academic  scholarship,  

excellent  teaching  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award . 

 

Thanks to  all  who  attended  for  your  continued  support  

and  well  done  to  all  who  received  awards . Keep  it up!  

A team  of  brave  Year  7 students  travelled  to  the  

countryside  to  enjoy  their  first residential  at  Jamieõs 

Farm this week . 

 

Ms Butts is extremely  proud  of  the  whole  group  for  

embracing  the  experience  and  throwing  themselves  

into  the  challenging  activities  with  enthusiasm  and  

determination . 

 

Students  not  only  endured  lots very  long  walks in the  

bitter  cold  but  had  great  fun  in doing  so, displaying  a  

wide  range  of  important  skills such  as teamwork  and  

perseverance . 

 

As well  as being  a  very  hardworking,  engaged  group,  

they  revealed  themselves  to  be  quite  handy  in the  

kitchen,  cooking  some  delicious  meals . Special  

mention  must be  made  of  Andrew,  who  showed  that  

as well  being  a  top -flight  sheep  wrestler  he has some  

excellent  leadership  qualities . 

 

Well done  also  to  Tracey,  who  impressed  with  plenty  of  

initiative ; Miski, who  tried  lots of  new  things ; and  

Shannon,  who  was very  helpful  throughout . 

BDAõs Prize-Giving Evening  

Y7 adventures at Jamieõs Farm 

Y7 PHOTOGRAPHS!  
School photographer 

will be here on 
Thursday 28 th 
November to do Year 

7 student portraits.  



Debate  Tables ð Next  Weekõs Motion : 

This house  would  ban  gambling . 

BDA House Football : Well done  to  all  students  who  

were  willing  to  put  up  with  the  cold  on  Tuesday  

evening  for  the  Burlington  Danes  House Football   

competition . Despi te  some  desperate  foraging  for  

players  before  kick -off,  the  brave  Colossians still 

managed  a  respectable  fourth,  ahead  of  Galatians  

and  Corinthians . But it was  the  impressive  Ephesians  

who  stormed  to  victory  in front  of  second  placed  

Romans,  while  Philippians  came  in third . 

 

It was  great  to  see such  dedicated  attendance  to  a  

key  House event  regardless  of  some  very  hostile  

weather . In addition  to  the  excellent  on  the  pitch  

conduct,  members  of  staff  marvelled  at  the  

generosity  of  Mr Galvan,  who  was spotted  donating  

his trainers  to  a  student . 

Current House Standings  



Latest news from the library  

Library Review : Wonder, by  
RJ Palacio  

Ms Hartnett : This week  has been  Library  Week,  and  

here  in the  library,  weõve really  enjoyed  seeing  you  in 

your  different  lessons, so many  of  you  from  all  the  year  

groups  have  come  in to  have  lessons with  us about  

different  kinds of  research  skills and  why  theyõre 

important  ð and  we  hope  youõve had  fun  doing  it as 

well!   

 

Weõve talked  about  so many  different  things,  from  

how  to  tell  whether  a  websiteõs useful  or not,  and  the  

dangers  of  using Google  Translate to  do  your  

homework  (!), to  sixth form sessions on  the  skills that  

you  need  to  research  effectively  at  university . Itõs 

been  great,  and  donõt worry  if you  think  you  missed  

out  by  not  coming  ð weõll be  doing  it again  next  term,  

so hopefully  weõll be  able  to  see you  then . 

 

Last weekõs Friday  Quiz was  books  that  have  been  

made  into  films, and  we  can  announce  that  the  

winner  this week  is Maevelline  Umayam  in 10U, so 

make  sure you  come  and  collect  your  prize!  The 

theme  of  this weekõs quiz  is... 

 

Doctor  Who!  Because  today  is Doctor  Who  Day  in the  

library,  as weõre celebrating  the  50th  Anniversary  with  

Doctor  Who  themed  quizzes and  crafts,  and  an  

episode  to  watch!  If youõre even  a  little  bit  of  a  fan  of  

Doctor  Who  this is a  must,  so make  sure you  come  

and  check  out  whatõs going  on!  

 

Also donõt forget  that  you  can  follow  us on  Twitter  

@BDALibrary1 We post  lots of  book  reviews,  library  

related  links, and  just let  you  know  exactly  whatõs 

going  on  in the  BDA library . 

Ms Hartnett : This is one  of  my  absolute  favourite  books  

and  ever  since  we  got  it in this week,  itõs barely  

stayed  on  the  shelves so apparently  BDA students  

agree  with  me!   

 

This is a book  about  August  ð an  amazing  character  

you  canõt help  but  warm  to  ð and  most  of  the  story is 

told  from  his perspective . Auggie  is an ordinary  10 

year  old  boy  who  has never  been  to  school  before  ð 

he has been  home -schooled  mostly  because  of  his 

disfigured  face : 

 

'My  name  is August . I won't  describe  what  I look  like. 

Whatever  you're  thinking,  it's probably  worse .' 

 

The book  is all  about  him starting  school,  about  what  

itõs like to  look  different,  but  feel  the  same,  and  

peopleõs responses to  the  way  Auggie  looks. Wonder  

is at  times  quite  hard  to  read,  as it feels so realistic  ð 

but  it can  be  hilarious  and  heart -warming  all  at  once . 

I love  the  fact  that  parts  of  the  story are  told  from  

other  perspectives  too  as it adds  real  depth . Some 

chapters  are  from  his new  friendsõ perspectives,  and  

some  from  Auggieõs sister who  doesnõt see his face  as 

disfigured  anymore,  but  is still aware  that  heõs 

different,  and  even  an  embarrassment . 

 

This is a  book  for  people  who  like realistic  characters,  

moving  stories and  arenõt afraid  to  read  a  book  that  

might  make  them  cry . The story is somewhat  dark  

and  always  emotional,  but  I highly  recommend  you  

try this book!  



Pic of the week!  
Canadian rower Mylene  

Paquette celebrates as she 

arrives at Lorient harbour, 

western France, having 

become the first North 
American to row the Atlantic 

solo. 

 

Mr Whitlock : The theme  of  this week  is AWE and  the  

scripture  to  go  with  this is based  on  Luke 23: 33-43 

which  tells the  story of  when  Jesus was crucified  at  the  

place  called  Skull.   

 

The first thing  about  this account  which  takes  me  by  

awe  is that  hundreds  of  years earlier,  a  Prophet  called  

Isaiah  predicted  this event  wi th  Jesus saying : òHe 

poured  out  his life unto  death  and  was numbered  with  

the  transgressorsó (Isaiah  53:12).  This was amazing  

considering  Jesus was crucified  between  two  

criminals .   

 

The next  thing  I stand  in awe  about  this account  is 

when  I read  Jesus said : òFather forgive  them,  for  they  

know  not  what  they  doó. He was referring  to  both  the  

Jews and  the  Romans,  but  beyond  this his forgiveness  

extends  to  the  whole  of  humanity  ð this includes  you  

and  me!    

 

The third  thing  I stand  in awe  about  is how  hundreds  of  

years before,  an  ancestor  of  Jesus called  King David  

wrote  this down  in a  song : òThey divide  my  clothes  

among  them  and  cast  lots for  my  garmentó. In the  

Roman  era,  the  clothes  of  a  crucified  person  were  

given  to  those  who  carried  out  the  execution . King 

David  was predicting  this event  too!    

 

 

The fourth  thing  I stand  in awe  of  is when  Jesus, the  

innocent  Son of  God,  had  very  quickly  captured  

the  attention  of  one  of  the  criminals  who  asked  

Jesus to  remember  him when  he enters  paradise . 

He looked  into  the  eyes of  Jesus and  was  

immediately  awestruck .   

 

The final  thing  I stand  in awe  of  is this paradise  Jesus 

talks about  when  he says to  the  criminal  òtoday you  

will be  with  meó. Paradise  literally  means  ògardenó 

in Persian which  is where  the  righteous  dead  will go .   

 

òThe world  is full of  magic  things,  patiently  waiting  

for  our  senses to  grow  sharper .ó  W. B Yeats 

 

What  is it you  stand  in awe  of?    

THIS WEEKõS PRAYER  
Dear Heavenly Father,  

 

Thank you that Jesus died so that we could have life 

and life eternal.  We choose to never take for 

granted the beauty of creation and the cosmos but 

instead to stand in awe of all that You have made.  

Help us this week notice the things that inspire us 

and matter the most.     

 

In Jesusõ name, 

 

Amen .  

The Chaplainõs Reflection : Awe 



BDA 36 ð 27 Latymer  B/Cs 

  

Mr Woodruff/Mr  Gooch : A healthy  squad  of  19 

players  made  the  short trip  around  Wood  Lane  to  

the  impressive  facilities  on  offer  at  Ltymer  Upper  

school . 

 

From the  kick  off  Latymer  picked  out  vice -captain  

Aston  Solomon  who  immediately  signalled  his intent  

by  covering  40 yards  unchallenged .  Whilst Latymer's  

rugby  experience  was  clearly  demonstrated  at  the  

break -down,  the  explosive  running  and  well  drilled  

presentation  skills of  BDA's Solomon,  Scott,  DõShane 

Moise and  Captain  Omar  ensured  that  BDA were  to  

strong  and  direct  for  the  Latymer's  C  team  to  handle  

and  lead  29-0 at  the  end  of  the  first half .   

 

As Latymer  called  for  reinforcements  at  half -time  

and  entirely  replaced  their  team  the  kick  off  again  

fell  into  the  hands  of  Solomon  who  could  not  be  

stopped  for  his 2nd  try of  the  match . Unfortunately  

after  this incredible  start,  Latymerõs B Team began  to  

fight  back  and  scored  a  number  of  tries, but  

converted  few . Some incredible  tackling  from  the  

likes of  Raul (Year  7) and  DõShane Moise (Year  8)  

prevented  Latymer  from  taking  a  lead . The match  

ended  with  BDA winning  overall  36-27.  

The Usher-ing  in of a 

new era!  
 

BDA  50 ð 40 Haydon  (Hillingdon)  

   

PE Department : Haydon  school  from  Ruislip were  the  

latest  opposition  to  test the  development  of  rugby  

at  Burlington  Danes .  The initial  exchanges  exposed  

a  well  drilled  opposition  who  dominated  a  timid  BDA 

pack  at  the  break -down .   

 

The lack  of  physical  presence  within  BDA's play  was,  

however,  countered  by  some  powerful  and  direct  

running  from  Usher Bigas, who  blew  away  the  

opposition  (and  the  contest)  after  20mins, with  BDA 

cruising  to  a  30 point  lead  at  half -time . Usher 

bagged  himself  an  impressive  4 tries. 

 

Whilst Half -term  had  appeared  to  have  an  impact  

on  the  physicality  in BDA's rucking  and  tackling,  the  

fact  that  BDA held  on  to  finish the  match  10 points  

ahead,  as Mr Gooch  rotated  the  whole  squad,  

illustrated  a  resilience  and  determination  that  was  

excellent  to  witness. 

BDAõs rugby round-up  

MR PRESTONõS NEWS QUIZ 

 

Answers  to last weekõs questions: How old was Private Sidney Lewis when he enlisted in the British Army in 

August 1915? 12 Which two animals feature in the Christmas advertisement for John Lewis? A bear and a 

hare Which  US artist has now had seven consecutive number ones in the UK album chart?  Rihanna  Who was 

the winner of the tennis World Tour Finals at the O2?  Novak Djokovic  Which animals were responsible for 

tearing up a football pitch near the Forest of Dean in west England ? Wild Boars  

 

 

1.What name is given to the people of northern and eastern Sri Lanka?  

2.Which British author and Nobel Prize winner has died at the age of 94?  

3.A painting by which artist became the most expensive artwork ever sold 

at auction fetching £89 million?  

4.Which long -running TV series began on the day after John F Kennedy 

was assassinated?  

5.What is missing from veteran broadcaster David Dimblebyõs tattoo of a 

scorpion?  

 



Mr Stephenson : It was  cold,  very  cold  and  

the   conditions  were  not  perfect  for  the  home  side,  

especially  the  manager .  The only  thing  keeping  him  

warm  was  the  ferocious  pace  of  the  match  and  

what  a  football  game  it was . 

 

Pimlico  are  a  huge,  talented  side. Whatever  is in 

those  school  dinners  sure is working,  they  bullied  and  

hustled  and  when  they  fired  shots it almost  sounded  

like a  cannon  had  gone  off . 

 

And  yet  Burlington  Danes  Academy  played  some  

sweet,  sweet  football!  Passing it around,  taking  

passes on  their  chest,  distributing  through  balls  and  

then  CRUNCH a  giant  Pimlico  student  came  and  

literally  swept  our  players  off  their  feet . Even their  

manager  was  shouting  for  calm  and  calm  came  

with  a  goal  from  BDA and  then  another  five  minutes  

later . 

 

Pimlico  pulled  one  back  in the  second  half  and  this 

signalled  the  most  tense  20 minutes  of  a  one -legged  

managerõs life,  who  saw his side fouled,  lose penalty  

claims  and  open  goalsé twice . 

 

When  the  final  whistle  blew,  the  crowd  erupted  with  

jubilation é òThe One  legged  Manager  marches  

onó. 

Football round -up: 

BDA 2 ð Pimlico 1  

PE Department : BDA Year  9 football  team  were  

involved  in another  epic  match  when  they  faced  ST 

Thomas Moore  last Thursday. 

 

The game  started  at  a  ferocious   pace  and  BDA 

were  put  under  immense  pressure from  the  off . BDA 

played  calm  and  precise  football  and  created  an  

excellent  opening  when  Ryan  

Stephenson  controlled  a  fizzing pass from  Daniel  D  

and  turned  to  slot a  through  ball  for  the  mobile  Finn 

Cotter . Finn composed  himself  and  drove  

a  controlled  shot past  the  diving  keeper . 

 

St Thomas Moore  became  more  determined  and  

were  pressing  hard  and  were  certain  to  score  a  goal  

when  a  deflected  shot beat  James  in goal . An  

outstanding  sliding  clearance  from  Tyrell M saved  us 

and  he was certainly  the  BDA hero  for  the  day . 

  

St Thomas were  later  rewarded  wi th  an  equaliser  in  

the  closing  stages  of  the  first half  and  we  went  in at  

the  break  at  1-1 . 

  

Soon after  the  second  half  kicked  

off,  BDA conceded  a  second  goal  and  it was  

looking  like a defeat  as it was hard  to  get  out  of  our  

own  half  and  we  were  not  really  threatening  the  

opposition  goal . Mr King made  a  few  changes  and  

pushed  Kwame  into  the  attack  and  this soon  paid  

off . 

 

Kwame  picked  up  the  ball  mid -way  in the  

opposition  half  and  drove  to  the  goal,  beating  two  

players  and  then  let  rip a  screamer  of  a  shot from  20 

yards  that  bulged  the  net  to  make  it 2-2. The goal  

was celebrated  like we  had  won  because  we  were  

staring  defeat  in the  face .  

  

Well  done  to  the  boys  who  never  gave  up  and  

showed  good  character  in what  was a  very  

demanding  and  difficult  game . 

  

You can  follow  the  league  by  logging  on  to  

http ://fulltime .thefa .com/Index .do?league= 938144 

Football round -up: BDA 2 

ð St Thomas Moore 2  
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