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Miss Stone: Day  1: On  a  slightly damp  Wednesday  

morning  85 students  from  Y11 and  six staff  set off  on  

the  annual  GCSE Geography  Fieldwork  Trip to  

Margam  Park FSC in South Wales.  

 

By the  time  we  had  arrived  the  rain  was pouring  

down,  but  to  our  fearless Geographers  this just 

added  to  the  experience . They put  on  their  

waterproofs  and  wellies  (in a  range  of  colours,  prints 

and  shades)  and  headed  down  to  test out  their  

equipment  on  a  local  river.  

 

After  an  8pm  finish in the  classroom,  they  enjoyed  

some  free  time  in the  common  rooms  and  the  

grounds  of  the  centre,  with  a  number  of  students  

commenting  on  the  freshness of  the  Welsh air.   

 

Day  2: After  a  short classroom  session, students  

boarded  the  coaches  and  set off  for  six hours of  

data  collection  along  the  length  of  the  River 

Ogmore . The rest of  the  day  was spent  measuring  

the  depth,  velocity  and  bedload  of  the  river; the  

studentsõ commitment  to  accurate  results was  

extremely  pleasing .   

 

By the  time  the  second  group  arrived  at  the  mouth  

of  the  river,  being  dry  didnõt seem  so important  

anymore  (not  a  view  supported  by  the  coach  

driver) . Back  at  the  centre,  after  hot  showers,  they  

again  worked  until  8pm  calculating  their  data . 

 

Day 3: With  tiredness  setting  in the  students  worked   

 

hard  until  lunchtime  producing  fantastic  cross-

section  graphs,  and  then,  all  too  soon,  it was  time  to  

go  home . I agree  with  Shaniah  that  we  definitely  

should  have  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  weekend,  

but  Iõm not  sure Madame  Coates  agrees .  

 

Well done  Y11 Geographers  

on  having  such  a wonderful  

attitude  and  focus,  I really  

enjoyed  the  trip  and  I know  

the  other  staff  did  too . 

Y11 Geography field trip  



Jeans  for  Genes  Day  is dedicated  to  raising  money  

for  Genetic  Disorders UK, a  fantastic  charity  that  

supports  families,  and  particularly  children,  affected  

by  genetic  disorders  nationwide . 

 

Staff and  students  at  BDA and  across  the  country  

are  today  wearing  their  jeans  to  school  and  making  

donations  to  help  those  in need . 

 

As well  as raising money,  Jeans  for  Genes  

emphasises  the  importance  of  raising  awareness  of  

disorders  such  as Cockayne  Syndrome,  Brittle Bone  

Disease,  Sickle Cell  Anaemia,  Spinal Muscular  

Atrophy,  and  many  other  conditions  that  affect  the  

everyday  lives of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  UKõs 

young  population .  

 

David  Cameron  said  this week : òI want  to  do  

everything  I can  to  help  children  who  are  born  with  

some  of  the  least  common  and  hardest  to  treat  

disorders  that  we  know  of .  

 

òSome of  these  conditions  are  diagnosed  at  birth  

but  tragically  some  donõt show  up  until  later  in life.  

 

òWe need  to  support  those  families  whose  lives are  

often  changed  immeasurably  overnight  and  never  

stop  suffering  the  consequences .ó 

 

We would  like to  thank  the  whole  Burlington  Danes  

community  for  your  very  generous  donations  and  

commitment  to  such  a  worthy  cause .  

 

We will inform  you  of  the  total  amount  collected  as 

soon  as the  final  count  is complete . Be sure to  check  

our  twitter  account!  

Itõs Jeans for Genes Day  

BDA is best  known  for  producing  outstanding  exam  

results, but  we  believe  that  the  secret  to  a  fulfilling  

and  successful  time  at  school  lies just as much  

beyond  the  classroom  as it does  within . This is why,  

every  term,  we  put  such  time  and  effort  into  

developing  an  extensive  programme  of  lunchtime  

and  after -school  clubs  for  students  to  enjoy . 

 

Our vast range  of  fun  and  exciting  clubs  is designed  

to  provide  students  with  ample  opportunity  to  

engage  in activities  that  will help  develop  key  

elements  of  a  strong  character,  such  as confidence,  

control  and  patience .  

 

Our extra -curricular  timetable  also  encourages  

students  to  take  up  hobbies  and  indulge  their  

interests,  and  is a  great  means  of  fostering  the  

wealth  of  talent  that  we  have  at  BDA.  

 

With our  provision  of expert  coaches  and  

enthusiastic  leaders,  students  are  sure to  learn  a  

great  deal  through  their  chosen  clubs . From 

scrabble  and  chess to  farming  and  girlsõ football,  

there  really  is something  for  everyone .  

 

So, what  better  way  to  immerse  oneself  in the  BDA 

community  and  make  new  friends  than  to  enjoy  a  

common  interest  together?   

 

See our  website  for  a  full list of  clubs  available  and  

speak  to  associated  teachers  with  any  questions .  

Details  of  particular  clubs  will appear  in Academy  

News over  the  coming  weeks . 

BDAõs co-curricular timetable  



With Mr Medellin  

 

Monday Lunch club  - 1:05-1:45pm  

After school club  - 3:40-5:00pm  

Tuesday Breakfast club  - 7:00-8:15am  

Tuesday lunch club  - 1:05-1:45pm  

Wednesday after school club  - 3:40-5:00pm  

Thursday Breakfast club  - 7:00-8:15am  

Thursday after school club  - 3:40-5:00 pm.  

Table -Tennis Club  

Wednesday  3:30 - 4:30 

with  Ms Hartnett  

  

Read  and  discuss a  book  with  other  people,  then  

watch  the  film adaptation  to  see how  well  it lives up  

to  your  expectations!  

e.g . ð The Hunger  Games , Harry  Potter, Boy in the  

Striped  Pyjamas , Charlie  and  the  Chocolate  

Factory ... and  many  more!  

 

A fun  way  to  improve  your  English levels,  read  new  

books,  develop  your  analysis skills, and  watch  new  

films! 

Book Watch Club  

Do you have what 

it takes to be an 
Entrepreneur??  
 

 

6th  Form Enterprise Society  starts with  a  bang  this 

week  with  a  lunchtime  talk  this Wednesday  

September  25th  from  four  leading  entrepreneurs,  

including  one  of  the  founders  of  Wonga .com .  

 

Come  and  hear  their  words  of  wisdom,  ask them  

your  questions  and  enjoy  some  cake  as you  do  so.  

 

All year groups 
welcome. Dennis Potter 
Theatre, 1.05pm. Cakes 
available for the first 40 
students to arrive.  

6th  Form Enterprise Society  



Girls Fitness Club 

This fun  focussed  girls fitness will combine  core  work,  

body  toning  and  strengthening  using body  weight  

resistance  and  some  self defence  moves . It will help  

to  improve  overall  fitness, muscle  tone,  flexibility  and  

stamina . Girls need  to  bring  kit they  can  get  sweaty  

and  move  about  in, they  need  trainers  or plimsolls.  

Monday  3:40 - 4:30 

with  Mr Crowley  

  

Do  you  like reading,  drawing  or talking  about  

Manga ? Do  you  play  Yu-Gi-Oh?  

Then come  along  to  Manga  Club  to : 

ÅFind out  which  is the  best  Manga  to  read  next  

ÅCreate  your  own  characters   

ÅDraw/write  your  own  Manga ! 

ÅTry Japanese  sweets . 

Manga  Club  

Monday  3:40 - 4:30 

With  Ms Cartlidge  

Scrabble Club  

Thursday  lunchtime  

Room 120  

With Miss Ingr  

 

There really  is no  better  way  to  indulge  your  

competitive  streak  and  dust up  on  your spelling  and  

vocabulary  than  engaging  in a  good  old  game  of  

Scrabble . Come  along  and  enjoy  the  wonderful  

world  of  words . 

Tuesday  3:45-4:45pm  

Years 7-10, Room F105 

Sixth Form, Room F104 

With Ms Forsyth 

 

No previous experience necessary.   Great for 

improving communication and presentation skills.  

Debating Club  



Theme of the week reflection  

Next  Thursday (26th ) at  BDA we  will be  celebrating  

the  European  Day  of  Languages!   The day  is 

commemorated  across Europe  and  celebrates  the  

continentõs rich  diversity  of  languages  whilst  

promoting  language  learning .  You will have  the  

opportunity  to  take  part  in: 

 

ÅA delicious  themed  lunch  in the  canteen  

ÅA salsa workshop  at  lunchtime,  venue  to  be  

confirmed  

ÅA Languages  quiz,  with  a  prize for  the  winner  

ÅAn exciting  surprise in any  MFL lessons taking  place  

on  Thursday 

ÅThe Vocab  Express Championships  

We look  forward  to  seeing  you  all  there!   Until then,  

à  bientôt  and  hasta  luego ! 

European Day of 

Languages  

Mr Whitlock : The theme  of  this week  is TRUST. Thereõs 

a  story that  Jesus told  in Luke 16:1-13 about  a  rich  

business owner  who  had  a  manager  that  worked  for  

him and  looked  after  the  business. The manager  was  

wasting  the  businessõ money  on  himself . The owner  

found  out  and  called  the  manager  into  a  meeting  

to  explain  himself . The owner  wasnõt interested  in his 

excuses  and  said,  òYouõre fired!ó in true  Lord Sugar  

style.   

 

So the  manager  went  away  wondering  what  to  do . 

He had  a  clever  idea  to  get  back  into  the  ownerõs 

good  books . He decided  to  call  over  each  of  the  

people  that  were  in debt  to  the  owner . He asked  

the  first, òHow much  do  you  owe ?ó. He said  

ò£800ó.  The manager  told  him òtake off  the  interest  

and  pay  back  £400ó. The second  debtor  he asked  

òhow much  do  you  owe?ó He replied  ò£1000.ó  So 

the  manager  told  him to  òtake off  the  interest  and  

pay  back  £800.ó   

 

They were  both  able  to  pay  the  money  back  to  the  

owner .  When  the  rich  owner  heard  the  news,  he  

praised  the  manager  for  being  clever  and  learnt  to  

trust him again ! Jesus finished  the  story telling  people  

òWhoever can  be  trusted  with  very  little  can  also  be  

trusted  with  much,  and  whoever  is dishonest  

with  very  little,  will also  be  dishonest  with  much .ó   

 

Money  will not  last forever,  but  the  relationships  that  

we  have  on  earth  òecho in eternity,ó to  quote  

Maximus  from  the  film Gladiator . Trust requires  work  

to  prove  yourself  worthy  of  being  trusted .  Are there  

times  you  are  not  trustworthy  and  honest?  If so, start  

to  make  a  change  and  slowly prove  to  those  

around  you  that  you  can  be .  If you  have  been  

betrayed  or lied  to,  consider  forgiving  the  person  

and  learning  to  trust again . 

Mondays after school, Room 

119. 

Science Club  



Mr Barker : We are  looking  for  applicants  to  

become  our  first student  Digital  Leaders . This 

new  student  body  will help  to  shape  and  

promote  eLearning  at  BDA. This will involve  

running  the  eLearning  Genius  Bar on  

Tuesday  lunchtimes  in room  136.  

 

You will provide  help  and  support  to  other  

students  and  staff  as well  as getting  involved  

in a  number  of  new  initiatives : designing  our  

very  own  BDA revision apps,  trialling  new  

devices  and  developing  Fronter  based  

resources . If you  are  interested  please  fill in 

the  online  application  form  by  scanning  the  

QR code  below .  

 

Alternatively email  

jon.barker@burlingtondanes.org  or click on 

the eLearning room on Fronter . 

 

The deadline  for  applications  is 10pm  on  

Monday  23rd September  and  those  chosen  

will be  informed  during  our  first Tuesday  

lunchtime  session on  24th  September . The 

Genius  Bar will be  open  for  support  to  

students  and  staff  from  1st October . 

BDA Digital Leaders Required  

mailto:jon.barker@burlingtondanes.org

