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This summer Year 11 students achieved the best results 

Burlington Danes Academy has ever produced, with 

an enormous 77% attaining five A*-Cs (including 

English and Maths). 

 

Mr Fairbairn said: “These outstanding results have 

been achieved through the hard work and 

commitment of the students and staff here at 

Burlington Danes Academy. I’m delighted to see this 

year group achieve our highest ever GCSE exam 

results and I am confident they will go on to do great 

things!”  

 

There was a celebratory atmosphere in the Burlington 

Atrium on August 22nd as students opened their 

envelopes to find that all their hard work and 

determination had paid off.  

 

Two students are worthy of special praise: Yasmin Ali 

achieved 11A*s and Mohammed Allaf achieved 9A*s 

and 2As. Particular mention must also be made of 

Egzonjeta Asllanaj, Abibatu Sidique and Dean Wilkes-

Rios, who secured Cs in Maths after a great deal of 

extra effort with Mr Magezi.  

 

We are delighted to welcome many of these students 

back to study with us at BDA Sixth Form and look 

forward to the fantastic progress they will be making 

over the next two years. 

 

A very happy Mr Bissoo referred to “a fantastic set of 

results achieved by a tremendous group of young 

people.” 

 

 

Dame Sally Coates: "I'm 
delighted that Burlington 

Danes Academy has achieved 
77%, the highest the academy 

has ever achieved. This is 
particularly satisfying within the 
context of more challenging 

grade boundaries and 
increased rigour  in assessment 

criteria.ó 

BDA’s record GCSE results! 



Dear parents, 

 

Welcome back to the new academic year. It is 

great to see the pupils arriving back looking forward 

to the year ahead and I am really pleased with the 

standard of uniform and their positive attitude. 

 

Our exam results have been stunning, the best we 

have ever achieved, 77% of pupils gained 5 A* - C 

with English and Maths at GCSE. We had a 

significant number of pupils with all A*s and A’s and 

one pupil with 10 A*. These results come out at a 

time when all exams have been made more difficult 

and school results across the country have dropped 

so it makes our results even more significant. This is 

achieved through excellent teaching and strong 

discipline and attention to detail.  Our  A ‘Level  and 

AS level results were also excellent. One third of Year 

13 have been accepted by The Russell Group 

Universities (the top universities in the country) and 

the rest have mostly been accepted to their first or 

second choice of university. 

 

I could not be more delighted as the Principal of this 

academy and it really bodes well for this year. 

 

Dame Sally Coates 

Principal 

The start of an exciting year 

I could not be more 

delighted as the 

Principal of this 

academy and it really 

bodes well for this 

year. 

The official Hammersmith and Fulham FSM numbers 

have fallen dramatically since the end of last term. 

A large number of pupils have been removed but 

we do not believe this is correct. Clearly this will 

affect some pupils. 

 

If you think you should be on FSM but the 

allowance is not on your child's finger don't worry. 

During lunch today (Friday) and for the whole of 

next week Mr Maeers will be in the dining room 

dealing with FSM. If your child returns home with s 

FSM form please complete the form and return it to 

Mr Maeers in school via reception. This will ensure 

your child has access to FSM immediately. 

 

Your assistance and patience is appreciated. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

The academy newsletter is always available online 

at www.burlingtondanes.org, on our twitter account, 

and is usually distributed in full to parents via email.  

 

Students receive a condensed two-page version 

every Friday. Normal procedure will commence 

from next week.  

 

If you wish to be added to the email list, please 

email tim.cooke@burlingtondanes.org.   

BDA NEWS ONLINE 
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NEXT WEEK’S DIARY 

Monday  
9.09.13 

Y7&8 Assembly in the Main Hall 

Y11 Year Assembly in the Potter theatre 

Sixth Form Induction BBQ  

Tuesday  
10.09.13 

PSHCE IS PERIOD 1 TODAY 

Y12&13 Assembly in the Potter theatre 

Y10 Assembly in the Main Hall 

Wednesday  
11.09.13 

Y9 Assembly in the Main Hall 

Y12 Assembly in the Potter theatre 

Y7  Assembly in the Sports Hall 

Y11 Wales Trip – until Friday  

Fresher’s Fair (4:00 to 5:30) 

Thursday  
12.09.13 

Y10 Assembly in the Main Hall 

Y8 Assembly in the Sports Hall 

3.50pm: Year 7 House allocation ceremony in the Potter theatre 

Friday  
13.09.13 

Y11  Assembly in the Main Hall 

Y9 Assembly in the Sports Hall 

The Southbank is once again displaying BDA inspired 

artwork at the Rivers of the World Exhibition, the 

flagship art and education project of The Mayor’s 

Thames Festival. Delivered in partnership with the 

British Council’s connecting  classrooms  and with 

support  from HSBC Global Education Trust, the 

project links over 2,000 schools and young people 
around the world annually. 

 

Our entry is pictured below. After the exhibition we 
will display the panel in school. 

BDA ON SOUTHBANK 
0745  Library opens; 

0745  Breakfast available  

0820     Students expected  in school 

0830 - 0900       Tutor registration and assembly 

0900 - 0945       Period 1 Lesson 

0945 - 1030       Period 2 Lesson 

1030 -1115        Period 3 Lesson  

1115 -1135        Break 

1135 -1220        Period 4 Lesson 

1220 -1305        Period 5 Lesson 

1305 -1400        Period 6 Lesson 

1400 -1445        Period 7 Lesson 

1530 -1540        Tutor registration  

1540                  Start of the extended day prgm 

 

 *On Thursdays registration is extended to 15.50pm 

for the Spelling Programme)Y7 have prep 1630 on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

THE ACADEMY DAY 



BDA’s class reader scheme proved very popular 

with staff and students alike last year. Providing 

advisory groups with ample time to indulge in the 

pleasures of reading a range of fun and enriching 

titles together, the scheme is a great way of 

improving literacy skills and fostering a love of 

literature. 

 

The novels on this year’s diverse and exciting 

reading list have a lot to offer: from classics such 

as 1984 and To Kill a  Mockingbird,  to the wildly 

popular Hunger  Games,  the books all serve a 

valuable educational function at the same time 

as administering an abundance of joy and 

entertainment. While some provide harrowing 

insight to important periods of history, others 

explore the interesting futuristic world of ideas that 

is science fiction; and if a good thriller is to your 

taste, you might be lucky.  

 

Regardless of your interests, you are sure to 

experience hours of enjoyment in your class 

reader sessions this year. What better way to learn 

than through the wonders of a good book? 

A love of books Film Club pick 

It is often said that great works of literature lose 

something when adapted for the big screen, but in 

1962 this notion was well and truly challenged.  

 

Everybody knows that To Kill a  Mockingbird  is a 

great and influential novel (many fortunate 

students will be enjoying it as part of the class 

reader scheme this term), but there’s certainly a lot 

to be said for the film as well. 

 

Set in a small town in Alabama, in the midst of the 

Great Depression, the film centres around Atticus 

Finch - a softly spoken lawyer with a strong moral 

conscience - and his young family. Finch, played 

by Gregory Peck, takes on the case of an innocent 

black man accused of a horrendous crime; the 

story that follows addresses important questions of 

racial intolerance, poverty, judgement and duty.  

 

Graced with a number of wonderful and significant 

subplots, the film is a masterful example of a 

coming-of-age tale about honour and maturity; 

beautifully acted and a joy to behold. Well worth a 

watch. 

NOTICE: 
INTERESTED IN 

DANCING?  

PLEASE SEE 

Ms FISHER IN 

THE DANCE 

STUDIO FOR 

MORE INFO... 



The literary world is mourning the loss of celebrated 

Irish poet and Nobel Prize winner Seamus Heaney, 

who sadly died last week.  

 

The beloved wordsmith shot to fame in 1966 with the 

publication of his first major collection, Death of a 

Naturalist . The volume received significant critical 

acclaim and marked the beginning of a very 

successful career. 

 

A string of popular publications followed, cementing 

Heaney’s reputation as the greatest Irish poet since 

WB Yeats. His work about the troubles in Northern 

Ireland has been described as a source of wisdom 

and comfort to many. 

 

As well as a genius with pen-in-hand, Seamus Heaney 

was known by friends and fans as a warm and 

generous man, who will be remembered as much for 

his kindness as his work.   

 

His poetry has been studied in schools and universities 

for decades and is sure to continue to inspire 

generations of readers to come. 

 

But Iõve no spade to follow men like them. 

Between my finger and my thumb  

The squat pen rests.  

Iõll dig with it. ð Seamus Heaney, Digging 

ôKnown by friends and 

fans alike as a warm 
and generous manõ 

World News : The Passing of Seamus Heaney 

Last year’s final House standings 



Miss Butts: Welcome Year 7 to Burlington Danes 

Academy. I have been extremely pleased with 

the way you have conducted yourselves 

throughout the week and your general manners 

and maturity. I have high expectations for each 

and every one of you and know that every 

student in Year 7 will achieve greatness if they put 

their mind to it. Staying positive throughout 

difficult situations will always be paramount when 

succeeding. Bob Marley wrote that ’the greatness 

of a man is not in how much wealth he acquires, 

but in his integrity and his ability to affect those 

around him positively’. I hope that you all have a 

fantastic weekend and I look forward to seeing 

you all bright and early on Monday.  

Miss Clements : Good afternoon Year 8. It was so 

wonderful to greet you all this morning and 

welcome you back to your 2nd year at Burlington 

Danes Academy. I hope you had a restful and 

productive summer holiday and are now ready 

for the hard work to begin. As I mentioned in 

assembly this morning, this year is an important 

one for Year 8. At the end of this year, if you are 

successful, you will be graduating into the upper 

school. You only have a year to prove that you 

have made enough progress to graduate so be 

prepared to work hard. You are no longer the 

youngest students in the school so it is important 

that you are role models to the new Year 7 

students and you show them just how polite, well 

mannered and focused you are. I am thoroughly 

looking forward to the year ahead. Please make 

sure you spend the weekend preparing for next 

week – uniform and equipment will be checked 

again on Monday morning so please don’t let me 

down. Enjoy your weekend. 

Miss Akingbule : Good afternoon Year  10. I hope 

you had a very restful summer break. It was 

delightful seeing most of you on the first day back 

from your holidays and the boys looked 

resplendent in their new ties. You should now be 

familiar with the daily routines of the school, get 

to your lessons on time, always stay focused in 

your lessons and ensure your homework is 

completed with quality in mind; the latter will 

always reinforce what you have learnt in your 

lessons. Hard work definitely yields dividends and 

as a cohort, only the best is good for us. Have a 

lovely weekend. 

Mr Bissoo: Good afternoon Year  9. Welcome 

back! I hope that you have had a wonderful 

summer break and you are all ready to start our 

journey as the newest additions to the BDA upper 

school. We are the first year 9 cohort to become 

part of the upper school and with this privilege 

comes huge  responsibility and expectation. As 

you are well aware from our first assembly back 

we have a lot of work to do in regards to our 

collective academic progress! I am really looking 

forward to getting to know all of you individually 

and I am 100% confident we are going to set the 

standard at BDA this year! Please ensure that your 

planners are kept tidy and you have your 

homework/class timetables copied into them 

neatly. Remember, you will never get a second 

chance to make a first impression, so set out to 

impress ALL the staff and other students who will 
be part of your BDA journey! See you Monday J 

Mr Bissoo 

THROUGH THE YEARS 

Mr Stephenson : Good afternoon Year  11. It should 

be very much apparent that this final academic 

year is the most important and that you have no 

excuse when it comes to bettering the 

opportunities for your future. We have 8 months 

before you are due to take your first set of GCSE 

exams and for some of you it will be even less. 

There will be intervention sessions that will require 

compulsory attendance, there will be a zero 

tolerance behaviour policy, more so at this level 

because we only have one thing in mind for you, 

YOUR GCSEs. Start today to change your life for 

the better. Mr Stephenson 



MR PRESTON’S NEWS QUIZ 

Answers to this weekõs questions will follow in the next edition. 

 

 

 

 

 5, 4, 3, 2, 1: Miss Hitchcock reveals a taste for 

classic literature and travelling the worldé 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 people youõd love to have round for dinner: 

-Sharon Osbourne because she is crazy and 

fabulous! 

-My nana so she can help me cook! 

-Steven Hawking – So I can question him about his 

theories on the origins of the universe, in particular 

the idea of the ‘God particle’.  

-Dante Alighieri – So I can ask him about his 

inspiration for writing the divine comedy and the 

reasons behind the placement of some of the 

characters.  

-Richard Dawkins – So I can ask him why he has such 

little respect for religious belief.  

 

4 books and films youõll never forget: 

-The Silver linings playbook because the day I 

watched it was a memorable one! 

-Man on Fire because it has so many deeper 

undertones and makes me cry at the end! 

-Angela’s Ashes because it’s such a touching story of 

hope and poverty. 

-Dante’s Inferno because it’s an amazing, timeless 

piece of literature.  

 

3 foods youõd have for your last meal: 

-Filet Steak with peppercorn sauce 

-Sweet potato chips 

-Rocket Salad.  

 

2 places youõd love to visit: 

-Anywhere in South America because it’s the only 

continent I haven’t been to.  

-Tuvalu off the coast of Australia before the sea 

erodes it away. 

 

1 day youõll never forget: 

- The day I went to see the Golden Temple in Amritsar 

India at sunrise. It is the most beautiful temple I have 

ever seen and the time of day was perfect.  

 

   

1. What kind of infection was Richard III suffering from at the time of his 

death? 

2. Which famous fictional detective is set to return in a new novel? 

3. Which pop star is to release the 100th album of his career? 

4. Whose last words were ‘noli timere!’ (Latin for ‘do not be afraid!’? 

5. Who is to retire from Match of the Day after 22 years? 

 



WORD OF THE WEEK  THIS WEEKõS THEME  

Monday 9th September, 2013: All year groups in 

school: normal day for all.  

Thursday 26th September, 2013: Welcome to GCSE 

evening for parents and students in Yr10  

Thursday 3rd October, 2013: Open Evening for 

pupils in Year 6 and their parents  

Friday 4th October, 2013: Staff training day, no 

students in school  

Monday 7th ð Friday 11th October, 2013: Open 

Mornings throughout week  

Thursday 10th October, 2013: Sixth Form Open 

Evening  

 

 éimagine a king gearing up to go to war. 

Wouldnõt he begin by sitting down with his 
advisors to determine whether his 10,000 
troops could defeat the opponentõs 20,000 
troops?  If not, heõll send a peace delegation 
quickly and negotiate a peace treaty. 33 In 
the same way, if you want to be My disciple, 
it will cost you everything. Donõt 
underestimate that cost!                                         

DISCIPLESHIP 

from   Luke 14 25 -33 

EVOLVED 

Verb  

COMMENDATION KEY DATES AT BDA 

This week’s commendation goes to the whole of Year 

7, who have made a very mature start to their time at 

secondary school. Making the transition from primary 

can be very daunting, but it is an exciting time with a 

great deal to look forward to.  

 

At Burlington Danes, students are respectful and kind 

to one another, and show commitment to their 

studies, both in school and at home. I am impressed 

with the start that you have made this week and 

expect it to continue. 

develop gradually, especially 

from a simple to a more 

complex form  


