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SIXTH SENSE 
7th May 2014  

Burlington Danes Academy Sixth Formõs 

Ms Megaw : Hi Sixth Form. With  Year  12 starting  your  

exam  timetable  in just one  week  and  Year 13 

starting  your  final  exam  timetable  in just one  

fortnight,  it is more  important  than  ever  to  make  use 

of  the  sessions that  your  teachers  are  providing  to  

support  you  with  your  exams  and  coursework . These 

sessions are  compulsory  right  through  until  the  final  

exam  in your  subjects,  so make  sure you  are  utilising 

every  available  second  to  help  you  achieve  these  

results.  

 

This is the  time  to  put  your  words  into  actions,  pick  up  

the  pace  and  really  ensure  your  results meet  your  

potential . During  these  few  weeks  you  will 

experience  increased  stress and  anxiety  ð ensure  

you  are  taking  regular  short breaks  to  split up  your  

time,  making  sure you  eat  healthily,  have  gentle  

exercise  and  ensure  you  have  a  good  amount  of  

sleep  to  keep  your  body  functioning .  

 

Vocational  students - this is the  last push  to  finalise  

your  units and  determine  your  university  entries  or 

secure  your  places  in year  13. We are  here  to  

support  you  through  this period  so utilise these  last 

few  weeks  of  your  dedicated  teachers  and  tutors . 
Good  preparation!  

NEXT BDA BDA PRINCIPAL APPOINTED 
 

We are  extremely  pleased  to  announce  that  Mr 

Ribton  has been  appointed  to  take  over  from  Dame  

Sally Coates  as principal  of  Burlington  Danes  

Academy . 

 

Mr Ribton,  currently  senior vice  principal,  will take  the  

reins on  an  interim  basis from  September,  with  Dame  

Sally starting  her  new  role  at  academy  chain  United  

Learning  the  same  month . 

 

Mr Ribton  said : òI am  so thrilled  and  proud  to  lead  

BDA from  September . I am  extremely  confident  in 

our  teachers  and  pupils  and  we  shall continue  to  

improve  the  academy . Our  plan  is to  be  not  just 

outstanding  but  exceptional .ó 

 

Mr Ribton  arrived  with  Dame  Sally at  BDA six years  

ago,  just as the  then  struggling  school  became  the  

first ARK academy . The partnership  has since  

overseen  a  dramatic  turnaround,  with  Ofsted  

awarding  us outstanding  in all  four  assessment 

categories  in November  2013. 

 

Dame  Sally said : òI will be  extremely  pleased  to  pass 

Burlington  Danes  into  Michaelõs safe  hands . He has 

been  pivotal  to  our  success and  I know  the  school  

will continue  to  do  well  under  his leadership  and  

direction . I offer  him  my  congratulations .ó 

 

Lord Stanley  Fink, chair  of  governors,  said : òWe are  

delighted  to  announce  that  Mr Ribton,  who  is 

currently  the  senior vice  principal  at  Burlington  

Danes  Academy,  has been  appointed  as acting  

principal,  starting  the  job  formally  in September .ó 
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Pic of the  Week : Scottish  country  dancer  Mairie  

McGillivray  dances  on  the  beach  at  Bridgend  as 

she poses for  a  photo  on  the  Hebridean  island  of  

Islay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DP15 is now  open  for exam  timetable  use all  day  

except  Tuesday  period  4 and  5 and  Thursday period  

4, 6 and  7. This room  is for  students  to  utilise as a  

silent  working  area , looking  at  past  papers  

particular,  in the  lead  up  to  exams . This room  will not  

be  monitored  by  a  member  of  staff  so please  do  not  

disrupt  students  who  are  working  in this room . 

Available  working  areas  also include : 

 

ÅThe Sixth Form òShedó/Common room  for  group  

work  

ÅThe DP16 Study Room  for  pair  work  or individual  

work  

ÅThe Sixth Form Library for  silent study  and  resources  

ÅUtopia  is not  in use over  the  examination  period  

Ms Finnett : As you  know  you  need  to  find  work  

experience/voluntary  work  for  the  weeks  of  7th July 

to  18th July. 

 

BDA has teamed  up  with  Believe  in Young  People  

(BIYP), who  have  links with  some  of  the  big  UK 

employers  such  as Premier  Inn, to  offer  unique  work  

experience  placements  which  you  tailor  to  your  own  

needs,  allowing  you  to  see just how  an  organisation  

works.  These really  are  great  opportunities .  You 

must  register  and  apply  by  FRIDAY 9TH MAY.  All the  

details  on  how  to  apply  are  displayed  outside  the  

Careers  Room,  DP13.  So log  on  to  www .biyp .org , go  

to  Programme>Placements  and  access  your  local  

sites and  apply  NOW!  Get  applying  and  good  luck . 

Sixth Form Notice : Working  Areas  Year  12 Work Experience  Week  

With  a  population  of  33,000 students  from  over  140 

countries,  itõs fair  to  say that  the  University  of Leeds is 

a  true  colossus of  the  UKõs higher  education  system. 

Located  in West Yorkshire ð with  quick  access  to  the  

city  centre  and  great  transport  links to  London,  the  

beautiful  surrounding  countryside  and  just about  

everywhere  else in the  country  ð its origins date  back  

as far  1831, when  the  Leeds School  of  Medicine  was 

established  to  support  five  nearby  medical  

institutions . Since then  it has developed  a  reputation  

for  excellent  standards  of  teaching  and  research,  as 

well  as becoming  one  of  the  countryõs most  

desirable  destinations  for  those  in search  of  a  fun  

and  vibrant  uni-experience . For the  media  types  

among  you,  the  campus  ð one  of  the  largest  in the  

UK, incidentally  ð boasts  an  award -winning  student  

paper  and  radio  station . The city  itself is bulging  with  

social  opportunities  to  suit all  tastes,  with  the  added  

plus of  a  rich  history and  cutting -edge  culture  to  

explore .  Currently  positioned  17th in the  UK by  the  

QS World  University Rankings, Leeds is respected  by  

employers  across the  globe . 
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Mr Jennings : Although  Friday will be  the  final  day  

that  your  attendance  in school  from  8:30-3:40 is 

compulsory  you  need  to  consider  how  best  to  use 

your  free  time  during  the  Exam Timetable .  

 

For a  large  percentage  of  you,  staying  in a  

consistent,  day  to  day  routine  will be  hugely  

beneficial . I would  advise  that  you  continue  to  

come  in for  each  school  day  and  utilise the  sixth 

form  Library for  silent revision,  use DP16 for  any  online  

research,  the  common  room  for  running  group  

revision sessions and  finally,  we  are  opening  DP15 as 

a  silent past  paper  practice  room .  

Mr Fenn: Welcome  back  to  Sixth Form. The time  has 

absolutely  flown  by  as we  enter  our  final  two  weeks  

of  school,  before  moving  on  to  the  exam  

timetable .  Just to  clarify,  exam  timetable  means  

you  no  longer  need  to  attend  registration  or 

assembly  (except  for  a  small group  of  you  who  

have  been  told  otherwise) . During  this time  

however,  your  lessons will continue  as normal  and  it 

is expected  you  will continue  to  attend  these  lessons 

until  your  exams  are  finished .   

 

I would  like to  end  by  congratulating  Sara and  

Laura,  who  completed  their  EPQ this week .  

BDA historians spend 

an enriching few 

days in Berlin  
 

A group  of  BDA historians from  key  stages  four  and  

five  travelled  to  Berlin at  the  end  of  last term  to  learn  

more  about  the  Weimar  Republic,  the  Nazi period  

and  the  Cold  War.  

 

The itinerary  for  the  three  days  included  a  Weimar  

and  Nazi Germany  walking  tour,  a  Cold  War tour,  

visits to  Sachsenhausen  concentration  camp  and  

the  Reichstag  Building,  and  trips to  the  Jewish and  

DDR museums . 

 

Trip lead  Ms McCartney  said : òIt was  a  pleasure  to  

take  the  students  to  Berlin over  Easter. Year  13 

students  could  see the  impact  the  ideological  

divisions of  the  Cold  War  still have  on  the  landscape  

of  the  city . Our  excursion  to  Sachsenhausen  

concentration  camp  brought  poignancy  to  the  

GCSE courses,  as they  saw  a  living  memorial  of  the  

Holocaust  and  witnessed  the  conditions  of  the  

camps  and  the  brutality  of  the  regime . 

 

òOn the  Friday evening  we  climbed  the  Reichstag  

dome  to  view  the  city  that  students  have  learnt  so 

much  about  in History, from  the  Weimar  Republic  to  

the  Reichstag  fire and  the  Berlin wall  dividing  its 

grounds . 

 

 

 

òThe trip  was  a  fantastic  educational  experience  

and  the  students  were  amazing . A massive  thank  

you  must  be  said  to  Mr Preston and  Miss Aitken,  who  

gave  up  their  time,  and  to  the  parents  who  

supported  us.ó 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

GOLD AWARD 

TRAINING 
 

Fred Gill : After  meeting  at  Euston Station  the  6 of  us 

began  the  train  journey  over  to  Buith Road,  a  small 

village  train  station  with  one  platform . From here  we  

all  squished  together  in the  back  of  a  van  and  

drove  to  our  first camp  site. Once  we  arrived  we  set 

up  camp  for  the  night  and  had  our  first real  world  

experience  of  camping . The night  was  rough  and  

we  all  had  little  to  no  sleep . Up bright  and  early  we  

then  began  our  training  day  where  we  were  taught  

the  tricks of  the  trade,  learning  about  taking  

bearings  and  how  to  observe  the  landscape  ð we  

now  felt  prepared  to  navigate  our  way  home . 

 

It was  now  upon  us ð 3 days  of  hiking  and  camping  

in Welsh wild  country . We left  camp  optimistic  about  

what  the  day  would  hold,  however,  when  the  rain  

set in we  made  a  few  bad  choices  and  ended  up  

lost in the  middle  of  a  marshy  land,  so we  grabbed  

our  compasses  and  got  us out  of  the  mess and  

found  our  way  to  the  trig . Once  overcoming  the  

navigation  problem  we  worked  as a  team  and  

didn't  have  any  more  problems  through  out   the  

three  days,  although  the  steep  uphill  bits were  a  

tough  contender,  but  we  always  took  it slow and  

made  sure the  whole  team  got  up  to  the  top .  

 

The most  interesting  part  was  the  final  night : the  wild  

camp . This meant  we  were  placed  in a  random  bit  

of  land  and  told  this is where  you  are  sleeping  

tonight,  no  toilets  and  no  tap  water,  the  only  thing  

we  had  was  a  stream . The sleep  was  horrible  since  

we  were  all  tired  from  the  walk  and  we  had  a  lot  of  

climbing  early  in the  morning  but  due  to  our  

sleeping  position  in the  middle  of  the  valley  we  were  

stuck  in a  wind  tunnel  and  had  the  wind  battering  

us all  night .  

 

When  we  finally  reached  the  end  I think  I can  speak  

for  all  of  us by  saying  we  were  exhausted  but  filled  

with  excitement  for  the  real  thing  to  let  this DofE 

gold  adventure  continue .  

SHAKESPEARE WEEK 



Year 12 Key Dates:  

 

ÅYear 12 Exam Timetable starts:  Friday 9 th May 

(Students in during scheduled lesson slots for revision 

up to exam date in your subject)  

ÅFirst AS Exam: Monday 12 th May: General Studies  

ÅLast AS exam: Tuesday 24 th June: Maths  

ÅYear 12 Return to A2 Study:  Monday 9 th June - Friday 

4th July (4 weeks)  

ÅYear 12 Work Experience:  Monday 7 th July- Friday 

18th July 

 

Year 13 Key Dates:  

 

ÅYear 13 Exam Timetable starts:  Friday 16 th May 

(Students in during scheduled lesson slots for revision 

up to exam date in your subject)  

ÅFirst AS Re-sit: Tuesday 13 th May: Economics  

ÅFirst A2 Exam: Monday 2 nd  June: History  

ÅLast A2 exam: Tuesday 24 th June: Maths  

ÅA level Results Day: Thursday 14th August  

 

Intervention sessions running:  

 

Year 13:  

Chem  ð Mon F202 

Maths ð Mon F107 

Psych ð Tue 303 

Maths ð Tues F104 

Bio ð Tues 119 

Econ ð Tues 120  

G&P ð Tues English Office  

Year 13:  

Psych ð Mon 313  

Maths ð Mon F107 

Bio ð Tues 119 

Physi ð Tue 312 

Eco ð Tues 120 

H&S ð Fri 306 

KEY DATES AT BDA Library Review: 

Party Time 

By Shaun Attwood  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Hartnett : This is the  story of  everything  that  Shaun  

Attwood  did  that  led  up  to  his arrest,  which  caused  

him  to  be  sent  to  jail, where  he  documented  all  of  

the  human  rights violations  in a  blog  smuggled  out  

by  his family . If you  found  Shaunõs talk  interesting,  

heõs written  three  books  that  go  into  more  detail  

about  what  happened  to  him . Hard  Time and  Prison 

Time are  his accounts  of  what  happens  in the  

Arizona  prison  system, but  this book  is a  little  

different . This book  doesnõt contain  any  information  

about  the  jails he  was  in, itõs the  (almost  

unbelievable)  story of  his behaviour  and  the  illegal  

activity  that  he  was  involved  in that  caused  him  to  

be  arrested .  

 

Like all  of  his books,  this one  contains  a  lot  of  adult  

themes  and  if you  donõt like books  that  are  really  

intense  and  that  are  full of  scary  situations  then  this 

isnõt the  book  for  you . However,  if thatõs exactly  the  

kind  of  thing  you  do  like, then  youõll probably  enjoy  

this book  ð and  even  more  so because  you  know  

that  itõs actually  true,  and  that  these  things  actually  

happened!  

 

Shaun  starts at  the  beginning,  and  tells you  a  bit  

about  his childhood  and  his life in England  before  he  

moved  to  Arizona  in his early  twenties,  before  going  

on  to  explain  how  he  got  so heavily  involved  in the  

drug  scene,  despite  making  a  lot  of  money  through  

the  stock  market . He doesnõt offer  any  moral  

perspective  on  what  he  did,  and  doesnõt try to  

preach  that  you  shouldnõt do  what  he  did . 



See Ms Tanswell for more details  

NOTICES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Year 12 ARK work experience: Please scan/email 

your applications to ARK. Deadline: 2nd  May 2014 

Year 13 BBC Business Management Higher 

Apprenticeship:  visit 

http://www.stage.bbc.co.uk/careers/trainee -

schemes/business -management . Deadline: Monday 

5th May  

 

 

Sixth Form Bootstrap/Lyric company:  Bootstrap 

volunteering opportunities available now ! Email: 

henry@bootstrapcompany.co.uk  

UCL Summer schools available in Philosophy, Urban 

planning, History, Architecture and more . Visit: 

www.ucl.ac.uk/wp/post16/summerschools . 

Deadline: Friday 16th May 2014  

 

 

Year 12 competition: Oriel College Oxford - Lloyd 

Davies Philosophy Prize. Visit 

http :// www.oriel.ox.ac.uk/content/lloyd -davies -

philosophy -prize) Any questions about the essay 

please contact Joseph Cole, admissions officer, at 

admissions@oriel.ox.ac.uk .  

 

Sixth Form LSE Yr12 Politics Conference:  

The New Face of War and Conflict in the 21st 
Century . Visit lse.ac.uk/year12politicsconference . 

Friday 6 th June  
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